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LY A Conimunion with the "Parochig 
MMT Afemblies. Y 
Conformiſt I hope, in ſo doing, I give no offence to 
any : I confeſs, I attend the publick Worſhi) H ſee 
tily rejoyce that 1 can hear Chriſt preach'd. | 

Separar. If you will walk to my Houfe, you and I 
will confer a little more about this matter : For I would 
be glad to underſtand upon what Principles you &t 
for I confeſs, I have not that latitude. 

Conform. I hope you will Jadge charitably of me WY 
have! © 


(2) 
have; for we cannot all ſee with the ſame eyes : The 
Apoſtles Rule is, Let every man be fully perſwaded in 
his own mind, and if any man be otherwiſe minded, God 
ſhall in time reveal it unto him. Therefore let not him that: 
eats, deſpiſe kim that eateth not 5 nor him that eateth not 
" fudge him that eateth. | 
| Sepayat, You fay very well: I confeſs, I am againſt 
Cenfſoriouſne(s; I am ſure that's unlawful, whether Pa- 
rochial Communion be or not, 

_—_— But 1 hope you do not take it to be un- 
lawful ro worſhip themoſt high God by preſcribed Forms - 
of Prayer, provided we catnot be permitted to do ir 
publickly ay 6ther 'way. 

Separat. Truly Sit, 1am not free ts oppoſe my Jus 
nior thoughts to your Experience z but you know what 
Learned Men amongſt us have written againſt ir; and 
I catnot anſwer their Arguments, Be 

Conform, I ptay,. who hath written againft the law- 
falneſs of joyning with the Liturgick way of Worſhip, 
when we muſt diſobey Authority if we meet in great 
numbers to worſhip God any other wayes ? 

Seperat. As I told you before, Thad tather give you 
the opinion of other men, than my owri;z and therefore 
Fle tell you what a Reverend Doctor faith in this 
matter. | 

Conform, I know: ſome learned men” may be of ano-. 
ther mind : 'But if Learning muſt ſerve inſtead- of Ar- 
Suments, we may turn Papiſts as well as*- Separatiſts 
for there, have many. learned men wrote in defence of 
the Roman Church. Butl pray.let me hear his Arguments ; 
for I am. for proving all. things, and holding faſt only 
rhat which is go9d. | | 

Separat. You ſay very well: For Authority. without. 
Reaſon fignifieth nothing, or very little. | 

 Conform. If we. ſhould put:it ro..the Poll, I could. 
produce the writings and: practices. of above a thouſand- 
Nonconformins Miniſters, tn the juſtification of Lay-- 
communion with the Parochial Aſſemblies: . 
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'Separat. But I' pray, have you ſo many Nonconfor- 
miſts for Parochial Communion, that ' you could name 
above a thouſand, whoſe writings or practice do ap- 
prove of it as lawful ? 

Conform. Yea, I doubt not but I could produce the 
writings and practice of the above-named number of Non- 
Conformiſts, if need were, for the lawfulneſs of atrend-. - 
ing the publick Worſhip ' by the uſe of the Common 
Prayer, where there is but a tolerable\ Miniſtry : For 
it is granted by all-men of great conſideration, and'well 
informed underſtandings, that fome circumſtantial im- 
perfeCtions in the external modes of Adminiſtration, are 
no juſt 'gronnd for a total ſeparation from ſuch a Church, 
which maintains neither Hereſie in Doctrine, nor Ido- 
latry in Worſhip ; but preſerves the Subſtantials of Re- 
ligion ſound and good, as the Church of England doth. 
There' was not five of the whole Aﬀſembly of Divines, 
beſides the five diſſenting Brethren, bur what were 
of this mind ; and the Body of London Miniſters at Sz-- 
on-Colledge, ' did correſpond with - thoſe at Weſtminſter 
in the above-named Propoſition, except ſome few hot 
men who were leavened with the Principles of Separa- 
tion, upon pretence of greater purity; which Mr Carr- 
wright on the Proverbs, calls the White Devil. See 
alſo Mr Calaniy againſt Burton, Mr. Caſe*s Parliament 
Sermon, Mr. Dury's Epiſtolary Diſcourſes, and Mr. 
Edwards his Gangrena, and many others. 

Separat. But if they think Lay-communion lawful, 
how comes it to paſs that ſo many of them have writ- 
ten of late againſt the miſchiefs of Impoſition ? 

Conform, The Arguments uſed in ſuch Books, may 
ſerve perhaps againſt Miniſterial Conformity ; but by no 
means can they ſerve to prove. Parochial Communion 
finful, when our Governours require it as a Duty, and 
neceſſitate us to uſe that, or none. All men know there 
is8 vaſt difference between Miniſtration in holy things, and 
attendance on holy Ordinances. Private Chriſtians are 
not required to ſubſcribe to be re-ordained, and to af- 
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ſent- and conſent, as they who are Miniſters are, 'who- 
are admitted to a Cure of Souls. We may hear the 
Sermons, and the Prayers, and receive the Sacra- 
ment in. a private capacity, without any of thoſe things 
required of us. | 

Separat. What do you think of Ames's Freſh Suit 
againſt the Ceremonies * Hath not he faid enough to 
convince any man they are unlawful ?- 

_ Conform.. It may ſatisfie any Perſon, that if our Go- 
vernours thought it Convenient, they might remove ma- 
ny of thoſe things out of the Church; but not to con- 
vince reading and intelligent men, that it is unlawful 
to attend the publick Worſhip of God, where the ſub- 
ſtance of Religion is ſound and good, meerly becauſe 
of ſome modal Defects, and circumſtantial Imperfeci- 
ons; for it is well known, that Ames. himielf was- 
againſt a total Separation; and wrote againſt it, even 
at the ſame time, when he wrote againſt the Impoſi- 
tion of the Ceremonies ; and tells the World, that the 
practice of the old Nonconformiſts was to attend the - 
publics Worſhip as far as they could without Sin ; 
as you may ſee in his Charafer of an Engliſh Purs- 
tan. | 

Separat. But can that which is unlawfully impoſed, 
be lawfully obeyed ? 

Conform. Our Queſtion is not, what the Magiſtrate 
ought to enjoyn, but how far we ought to ſubmit ; 
Let us ſtudy our Duty, inftead of diſputing. his Pow- 
er. Arch-bjſhop Uſher uſed to fay, that men ought to 
\ obey Authority in all ſuch things which they could 
not give as good a reaſon to prove to be finful, as they 
could to prove Obedience to Authority to be lawful: 
And I am ſure, that the Nonconforming Miniſters who 
were Commiſſioned by his Majeſty, to conſult with the 
Conformiſts about the Regulation of the Church in 1660. 
viz. Dr. Bates, Dr. facomb, Mr. Woodbridge, Mr. Cooper, 
Dr. Manton, Mr. Baxter, and ſeveral others, did grant 
that. ſome. Corruptions ' in the external ——_ 
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of Worſhip might be ſinfui in the Impoſer, and vo- 
luntary Chooſer, who might ſerve God better, and 
would not; and yet they might be lawfully ſubmitted 
unto by ſuch who are conſtrained, and neceffitated to 
uſe ſuch, or none ; as may be ſeen in the printed Hi- 
ſtory of that Aﬀair. 

Separat, Then I perceive you have a: greater Lati- 
tude than the old Nonconformiſts had ; for they wrote 
very ſharply againft the Surplice, and againſt kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament, and did very much harmonize 
with the Congregational men in our Dayes ; and one 
hath lately written a Book to prove it. 

Conform. I told you before, although they did write 
againſt the Impofition of the Ceremonies, yet they did 
at the ſame time write againſt Separation from the pub- 
lick Aſſembly upon that account : And Mr. Ball tells you, 
that he did not anderſtand the Brownift of his time, who 
at one jump leaps both out of the Surplice and the Pariſh 
Church too. I purpoſely omit quoting Pages, that men 
may read the whole Books : See his 771al of the Grounds 
of Separation, and you may receive ample Satisfaction. 

Separat. But the Caſe is alter'd now from what it 
was when the Preſbyterians wrote againſt the Indeper- - 
dants ; for now the terms of Communion are more dif- 
ficult and hard : Then there was no Common Prayer, 
nor kneeling at the Sacrament, nor ſeveral other things - 
now required. ; 

Conform. 1 grant that the Terms of Miniſterial Con- - 
formity ma harder ; but I pray, what is required 
of the people in order to Communion, which is more - 
unealie now, than formerly? 1 am ſare we have more 
preaching now, ' than there was fifty years ago; - and” 
ſome things in the Liturgy are explained ; and particu- 
larly the reaſon of kneeling at the Holy Sacrament, to - 
prevent any ſuſpicion of Idolatry ; and alſo many of the-- 
Prayers are mended and enlarged. . 

Separat. I confeſs I am not againſt hearing a 'good ' 
Sermon in-a Church, when I cannot hear others more to - 
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my mind ;: For-I find Dr. Goodwin on the Epheſians, 
Mr. Nye in- his Grand' Caſe. Reſolved, Mr. Kobinjon, Mr, 
Feremab Burroughs, "Mr. Cotton, and many other Con- 
gregational men, defend the lawfulnels of hearing ; but 
you ſpeak as if you did not {cruple kneeling at-the Sa- 

crament 
Conform. 1 muſt tell you, if I might belefrto chooſe my 
own geſture at the Supper, the Caſe were difterent ; bat 
if I muſt take it kneeling,or not at all,I have lo impartially . 
examined: moſt that hath been wrote on both ſides, that 
I very much incline to be of Mr. Yines's Optaion, that 
Geſture is none of the Free-hold of the Ordinance, but 
is a thing left at liberty, to the- determination of hu- 
mane prudence: For if the ſame Circumſtances are re- 
quired of us which the Apoſtles and our bleſſed Savi- 
our uſed, we muſt take it leaning and not fitting ;' and we 
-muſt receive it in a Garret, and without the company 
of Women, and a very ſmall number, about Twelve ; 
and with unleavened Bread, and with none but Mi- 
niſters. If a Law ſhould conſtrain me to dine, and 
crave a Bleſſing on my Meat on my knees, I ſhould 
do it rather than faſt, or think that I adored the Bread, * 
becauſe it ſtood before me. I read, holy Mr. Dod, the 
famous Nonconformiſt adviſed his own Daughter to take 
it kneeling, in the Epiſtle to Dr. forton*s Book : And 
Mr. Bains, another Nonconformiſt, in his printed Let- 
ters faith, if he had twenty Scruples in his mind about 
it, yet he ſhould think it lawful for the reaſons there 
mentioned : And Mr. Corbet is of the fame mind, as you 
may fee in' his Writings: And I think, where the Ma- 
Siftrate commands that which God hath not forbidden, 
and forbids that which God hath not commanded, there 
I may lawfully obey. Mr. Baily.is of opinion, that. 
men may .as well plead for putting on their Hats, as 
for ſitting at the Sacrament, to ſhew their familiarity and 
fellowſhip with Chriſt ; and Mr. Tombs takes great pains, 
and to very good purpole, to ſhew that kneeling ar 
the Supper is none of thoſe things that have an appear- 
ance 
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ance of evil: Mr. Cartwright faith, the thing is not in its 
ewn natureunlawful, thatwe ſhould therefore abſtain from 
the Sacrament, if we cannot- have ir otherwiſe: And 
Mr. Troxghton in his: Apology tells us, that the old Non- 
confortmiſts diſliked kneeling, yet thought ir tolerable, 
and- might be ſubmitted to in caſe of neceſſity; as when 
the Law of the Land commands it; and the Law of 
God no where forbids it z and where thereis no Lam, there 
is to Tranſgreſſion, See Mr. Aſhwel's Geſtus Enchariſts- 
ts, and Mr. Paybody's Book on that Subject. 

Separat. -I wonder you mention ſo many Authors, 
wherr one Scripture for it is worth them all, 

Conform, I name theſe Nonconforming Authors firſt, 
becauſe you are fo ready to name the Authority of ſome; 
and I know not why the Authority of ſuch Eminent 
men as thoſe, may not preponderate theirs : But yet I 
do not depend upon their Judgments barely conſidered ; 
but the ſtrength of their Reaſons, grounded on Scripture, 
which: requires humble and Reverend Geſtures in the 
Worſhip of the 'great God : Who can queſtion, but 1 
may as lawfully take the Body and Blood of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus upon my knees, as-take a Pardon from an earthly 
Prince in that poſture ?- ® 

Separat. But. that which makes -me diſlike kneeling, 
and other Ceremonies, is, that in the uſe of- them we 
{ymbolize too much with the Church of Rowe? 

Conform. You ſymbolize with the Pope in fitting ; for. 
he takes the Sacrament in that Geſture : If we muſt do 
nothing that the Church of Rome doth, we muſt not kneel 
when wepray; nor uſe Churehes, nor ſprinkle-Infants. As 
at firſt under the pretence of honouring Chriſt, - Antichriſt 
was ſet up ; ſo now under the pretence of oppoſing Anti-: 
chriſt, Chrift himſelf is indanger of being run down, as 
Dr. Burges well obſerved, I pray read-thoſe excellent 
Caſes of Conſcience now publiſhed, relating to Parochi- 
. al Communion, written by the London Miniſters, amongt . 
which you will find this Queſtion reſolved!:: Whether 
Englands Sybeljzing with the Chunch of Rome in ſame. 
: things, , 
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-things, by 4 juſt ground of Separation from the Church of 


Separat. ButI pray, where have f + a Scripture Com- 
mand for Praying by a Form, and doing ſeveral other 
things in the Worſhip of God ? The Apoſtles Commiſſion 


runs thus ; Obſerve all things whatſoever I command 


on. 
! Conform, We muſt diſtinguiſh between the Subſtanti- 
als of Religion, and the Circumftantials : Chriſt hath 
given plain Commands abou. the former, but hath as 
plainly left the latter to the determination of humane pru- 
dence, to be directed according to the general Rules of 
the Word of God, containing things conducing to order 
and decency. I pray where have you a Scripture com- 
mand for ſitting at the Sacrament ? for laying your right 
hand on. the Book, and kiffing it in Swearing ; and yet 
an Oath is part. of Gods Worſhip? for Preaching in a 
black Cloak, for uſing an — for ſinging Pſalms 
in Rhyme,for baptizingChildren by Sprinkling,for receiv- 
ing the Sacrament once a month only, and at Noon rather 
than at Night; for ringing of Bells to call people to Church 
atten a clock, for putting on your beſt Garments on Sun- 
days, for ſtanding at Prayer ? Theſeand a hundred other 
Circumſtances, are things lefc undetermined by Chrift 
and his Apoſtles. I wonder what Scripture Command 
the Scotch Covenanters had-for the profeſſing Sign of life- 
ing up their hand to Heaven, when they took that Cove- 
nant.. 
Separat. But God forbids adding or diminiſhing. 
Conform. He doth fo : Therefore let them take heed of 
it, who ſay that his Law forbids that which he never for- 
bad : The Publican did not add ro the Law, when he 
{mote upon his Breaſt. Read the Second Part of the Pro- 
reſtant Reconciler, and the late Caſe of Conſcience about 
Indifferent things, if you would not be impoſed upon in 
this particular. 
Separat. I grant many things relating to the Worſhip 
of God, are left to be determin'd by humane hm ; 
k 
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bur. then the People ought to determine thoſe things 
amongſt themſelves,and not be impoſed upon by others. 

- Conform. $0 they do inthe Engliſh Nation ; for do not 
you, and 1, and every Engliſh man, by our Repreſenta- 
tives in the Parliament make theſe Laws? and is it not 
reaſonable we ſhould ſubmit to them, until our Superiors 
think fic to alter them ? | 

Separat. | dare not give ſo much to. the Magiſtrates 
power in matters of Religion, when I know Chriit is the 
Supream Law- giver of his Charch. 

Conform. W henthe Magiſtrate is on your ſide,then you 
magnife his power. I pray read Biſhop Uſher's Diſcourſe 
of the Power of Princes,and read Mr. Samuel Clark's Trea- 
tiſe of the Power of Magiſtrates in Matters of Religion ; 
wherein he gives an account of the judgment of many 
eminent Non-conforming Miniſters in their Parliament 
Sermons upon this Subject : And ſee what Mr. Byfield on 
Peter, writ upon that Text, Submit to every Ordinance of 
man for the Lords ſake ; and likewiſe Mr. Sprigt, the 
old Conformiſt, and Dr. Seamar's Sermon before. the 
Parliament. : 

Separat. For my part, Iam afraid of Apoſtaſie, when 
the Word of God faith, we ought not to build the things 
we once deftroy?d; and allo when I conſider, If any man 
draw back, God's Soul ſhall have no pleaſurein him ; viz. 
ſhall abhor him. 

Conform. And I profeſs to you,I am as greatly afraid of 
wreſting the holy Scriptures to my own deſtruction : I 
tremble to read that Text of Saint Fohn, If any man add to 
the Sayings of this Book, God ſhall add to his Plagues, Now 
Iadd, when I give fuch a ſenſe which the Holy Ghoſt ne- 
ver intended; I wiſh this be not one of the Sins for which 
the wiſe God now ſeems to contend with us. Let us not 
blame the Papiſts for making the Scriptures a Noſe of 
Wax, and do the ſame our ſelves, by telling the People, ' 
Thus ſaith the Lord, when it never entered into his Heart 3 
and thereby propheſying Lies in his name. Men ought 
to be very careful leſt they miſapply Scriptures which call 
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upon men to ſtand faſt inthe Chriſtian Faith, to gortwnde 
them to obſtinacy in a particular Opinion or Sect. | 

Separat. But it is good to keep a tender Conſcience; . 
and'for my part, I cannot believe it 1s lawful for me to 
hold Communion with the Liturgick Worſhip; and, 
whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. | | : 

Conform., You ſay truly ; it's good to keep a tender . 
Conſcience : And if you are fully perſwaded 1t's unlaw- 
fol for you to joyn in Parochial Communion, you. muſt. 
forbear until you can be ſatisfied that you may lawfully 
do it; for it muſt be granted, that no man is Maſter of. 
his own perſwaſion, nor can any man believe whathe will. 
believe ; but every man muſt believe what appears to the 
Reaſon of his mind-to be agreeableto Truth, &c. Bat yet 
if there be doubts on both ſides, viz, Whether it be lawful 
to Communicate,. and whether 't be lawful to Seperate, 
which muſt be the caſe of all men who . have been true to . 
their own Underſtandings in reading what hath been writ- 
ten'on both ſides; in this caſe it's beſt to take the ſafeſt ſide; _ 
and that is, to yn ANCE, which every man, 
may-be ſure is his Duty, except forbidden byia higher Au- 
thority. For your further ſatisfaction in this caſe, read the, 
firſt Edition of Dr. $:bs's Souls Conflift, publiſhed by him-. - 
ſelf, and Dr. Sanderſon?s Sermons, and Dr.. Ames's Caſes of 
Conſcience about the obligation of a Doubring and Errone-. 
0144 Conſcience ; Mr. Gereealio ( the old Non-conformiſt ) 
in his Vindication of the Church of England, and Mr. Capel. 
in his excellent Diſcourſe of Temptations. 

Separat. If a Man could exactly diſtinguiſh between a 
render Conſcience, and a tenacious obſtinate Humour, 
it. were well; poſſibly a Private Perſon may do it in 
himſelf, burt its hard to doit in another man. 

Gonfarm. There may , ſome Rules of diſtinguiſhing be 
laid down, : whereby a man may try himſelf whether his 
Separation be the Effet of his Tenderneſs,, or Humour ; 
as thus : A manthat's truly tender, he will act againſt his 
apparent Intereſt, ( I mean, his Worldly Intereſt ) to 
ſecure the peace of his own mind ; But here may be a 

| | miſtake ; 
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miſtake ; for a man may ſpend a great Sum of Money to 

- defend himſelf _—_ legal Proſecutions, and get well by 
the bargain, in pleaſing thoſe Cuſtomers and Benefaors 
aho- would not truft him if he complyed with Authority, 
nor have ſo. good an Opinion of him : Many men have 

- found a great Temptation- in ſuffering ſome kind of loſs, 
Again, 'a man that*s truly tender, will take great pains 
te inform himſelf by hearing and: reading whatmay be 
ſaid on both ſides; and hearken to what makes againſt 
his Opinion, 'as well as what makes for it. Again; ſach a 
one will be very humble and modeſt, and very charitable 
towards thoſe who differ from him, and be very prone 
to ſuſpet his own nnderſtanding, eſpecially when he 
finds his Judgment and Practice differ from the Judgment 
and Practice of the wiſeſtzand beſt men that ever were in 
the Church of God ; and they have ever looked-upor a to- 
tal Seperation from publick Worſhip upon the occount of 
modal ImperfeCtions,; to be Schiſmatical. . Again, a truly 
tender Conſcience will look upon it as a very great Sin, to 
juſtifie his praQtice by wreſted Interpretations, and appa- 
rent miſapplications of Scripture. Again, a truly tender . 
Conſcience will be afraid of one finas well as of another, 
and as much dread Diſobedience to the lawful Commands 
of Authority,as of holding Communion with corrupt Mem- 
bers in the Church, and think it a very great Sin to diſturb 
the peace ofthe Church by Faction and Schiſm about ſmall 
Circumſtantial differences,when there is neither Hereſfie in 
DoRArine, nor Idolatry in Worſhip. Read Mr. Feremiah 
Burrough's Trenicum upon this Argument ; 'He that cannot 
do what he would, will do what he can; he'lnot make the 
breach wider, northe diſtance greater than heneeds muſt, 
- left he ſhould betray more of humour and Stomach, than 
of Conſcience : He that cannot bow at the name of eſs, 
| yetcan ſtand at the Creed ; and if not that neither, yet 
hecan be preſent at it : He-that cannot kneel at the Sa- 
crament, yet can be preſent at the Prayers, and he.that 
cannot hear the Prayers, yet may hear the Sermon. The 
truly tender Chriſtian, that cannot obey the Laws him- 
C2 - | ſelf, 
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ſelf, yet can forbear judging and cenſuring thoſe that do, 
They that can erect a Judicature for thoſe who differ from. 
them, and arraign them of Superſtition or Formality, 
ſhall ſooner convict themſelves of Pride and Pragmatica- 
lity, than give proof of true tenderneſs of Conlcience. 

Separat. But why did not ſome amongſt us comply 
ſooner ? the doing of it at this juncture, gives a very 
great ſuſpicion that it is not Conſcience, but Carnal Inte- 
reſt, to ſaverheir Stake. E- 

Conform. You ought to judge charitably of others, as 
you would have them to judge to of you ; elle your Non- 
compliance. may by the ſame Rule be called Humour, 
Obſtinacy,, Schiſm, Sedition, and ſach like : But how- 
ever that may ſometimes be made a mans Duty, which 
was not ſo alwayes; to go to the Publick of choice, is 
one thing, and to do'itas a Duty put upon us by Gods 
Providence, and our Governours, 1s another : It is God 
thathath pulled down our Liberty to ſerve him otherwiſe, 
and we muſt obey him: It's no faulry murability ro 
change our praftice, when God by changing our Condi- 
tion, changes our Duty; No more than it was to Sr. 
Paul, who to the Fews became a Few, and Circumci- 
ſed Timothy. We know very well that, vexatio dat 
intelleFam, Penalty and Proſecution put men upon 
_ reading Diſcourling, and conſidering thoſe things better, 
which it may be formerly they never examined : and 
upon great inquiry, they come to examine whether the 
things. they intended for or againſt, were of ſuch mo- 


ment as they thought they had been. It's an Argument of * 


great integrity for a man to change his mind upon clear 
and rational Conviction : See Mr. How's Excellent Ser- 
mon in the Morning Lectures againſt uncharitable Cen- 
ſoriouſneſs z and Mr.. Cary! on Job, an that Text, Why 
 perſecuteſt thou me, ſeeing the root of the matter is in me ? 
O how unſeemly is it for ſuch who plead for a publick To- 
leration, to deny a perional one, and for thoſe who con- 
demn Excommunication, yet Excommunicate their own 
Members for ſmall matters. Dr. Manter in his Sermons 
on 
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on the 119" Pſalm, ſeverely condemns that Antichriſtian 
Spirit gotten among Proteſtants, of unchurching and un- 
chriſtianizing one another for ſmall Differences, impoſing, 
cenſuring, and rending into Factions, and endeavouring 
to deſtroy all, to promote the Intereſt of one Party to the 
Prejudice of the whole : Theſe things are contrary to the 
temper ol a true Catholick Chriſtian, and are a Sign of 
a Schilmatical Separatift wherever they are found ; for 
who is the true Catholick, but he that can hold Commu- 
nion v/ith any true Church of Chriſt ? and who is the re- 
al Schiſmatick, bur he that will hold Communion with 
no.Church but his own ? See Mr. Gurnal's Chriſtian Ar- 
MORT . 

Sep. Iconfels, for thoſe men who alwayes thought ir 
their Duty to hold Communion with the Conformiſts,I do - 
not{o much blame them ; bur to turn upon a ſuddain, is 
ſtrange. Why did men formerly go to Meetings, if they 
do not do it ſtill ? | | 

Corform. 1 think it looks much worſe for a man to per- 
ſevere in an Errour, meerly becauſe he once maintained - 
ic. They are without doubt the beſt of men that. write 
RetraCtations, when once they come to ſee their miſtakes, 
and fairly confeſs them to God and Man. . Burt belides, 
you muſt diſtinguiſh between a time when the Supream 
Magiſtrate gives Indulgence, and when he denies | 
it. | | 
Separat. 1 cannot but wonder to hear you plead for 
unſcriptural Terms of Communion, as particularly Forms - 
of Prayer, which ſtint the Spirit, | 

Conform. How do you prove Forms of Prayer - 
ſtint the Spirit, and that therefore it muſt be unlaw- 
ful to joyn with them? remember that I am not plead- - 
ing for the impofing of them, but fox the uſing of 
them : And I have made this Obſervation z That the 
Flower of our Exzliſh Divines have judged Forms of Pray- - 
erlawful, when they wrote in'cold blood ; and it matters 
not much what men ſay in their hot fits. D. Preſton's 
zadgment may be ſeen in this matter, in his Treatiſe of : 
| Pray-, - 
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' Prayer, and in his Sermon before King James : Mr. Ca- 
pel did approve of them, as may be ſeen in his Life, writ- 
cen by Mr. Marſhal. Dr. Ames allo in his Caſes of Conſci- 
ence, ſpeaks favourably of them; Mr. Dod on the Com- 
mandements, Mr. Hilderſham on Fohn : Mr. Rogers in his 
ſevenTreatiſes perſwades people to come to Church at the 
beginning of the Common Prayer ; and not the Husband 
when it's half done, and the Wife at the end of the Service. 
See the Miniſters of Old England to thoſe of New, writ- 
ren by Mr. Aſh and others; wherein they acknowledge 
the Common Prayer to be a holy and acceptable Service 
ro God,-and Edifying to well-diſpoſed people. 

- Separat. Iam ſure many great Divines have written 
in defence of Separation. 

Conform. I am ſure more great Divines have written 
againſt jit : See Mr. Perkzsns in his Expoſition of the Epiſtle 
of St. Jude, telling the World, that no man can with a 
good Conſcience ſeparate from the Church of Ezgland, 
{eeing it teacheth, believes , and obeyeth the Doctrine 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; Mr. Brightman alſo on the 

* Revelations, exceedingly condemns Separation from the 
. publick Churches: See alſo Mr. Edgerton's Prattical 
Chriſtianity, Pag. 691. Edit. 5. Mr. Bradſhaw alto 
in his Unreaſonableneſs- of Separation ; Mr. . Nichols 
alſo in his Plee for Puritens, Mr. Rathband in his 
grave Admonitions: See Mr. Brinſly's Arraignment 
of Schiſm, Mr. Wood againſt Lockyer, Mr. Paget's 
Arrow. againſt Seperation, Mr. Caudray againſt *Dr. 
. Owen, "Mr. Knewſtabs' in the Epiſtle before his Ser- 
- mons, Mr. Greenham'in his Life ; read alſo the Story 
of Mr. Perry, who was executed in Queen. El:zabeth's 
time, told by Mr. *Corton againſt Williams, Page 117. 
which-would make a Separatiſts Heart ake.: See Mr. Fox 
| his Letter about* Separation. in -Fuller's Church Hiftory, 
Lib. 9. pag. 106. And Mr. Brows the Father of the 
Browniſts, who Conformed at laſt, as you will find in Ful- 
ler: Read alſo old Mr. Parker, in his Book call'd the 
 Profane Schiſm of the Browniſt, Chap, 12. who applies 
h our 
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our Saviours words to them, Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do : Read alſo Mr. Hilderſhams 
Letter to a Gentlewoman in Priſon, about Communion 
with the Church of England ; See Mr. Ball's Trial of Se- 
peration, Mr. Dyke on the 124" Plalm, and when 
you have peruſed the Scriptural Arguments of theſe : 
men, you will be better  fatisfied about Lay-Commu- 
nion. | 

Separat. I confeſs you have brought abundance of 
Excellent Mens Authority in the Juſtification of Forms 
of Prayer, and againſt Seperation upon the Account 
of the Liturgy ; but. theſe were old Non-conformiſts, 
and ( as. I hinted before ) the: Caſe is. very different 
now from what it was before the Wars : . You'l find 
it a very difficult matter to name many Non-confor- 
miſts who now agree with them, becauſe we have 
more light now. . En 

Conform., You. are. much miſtaken; .I can name ma-' 
ny Eminent Non-conformiſts, who have written againſt 
a total Separation from the Publick Worſhip of -God - 
in the Parochial Afﬀemblies, even fince his Majeſties : 
Reſtoration ; and therefore the Judgment of Moderate 
Non-conformiſts are not ſo much alter'd, upon the pre- 
tence of new Light as you call it. I pray read what 
Mr. Baxter hath written in the Defence of his Care of 
Church Diviſions, Mr. Bruning of Ipſwich, in his Ser- 
mon at the Eleftion of Knights of the Shire, Mr. Shef- 
field in his Treatsſe of Excuſes. Dr. Collins of Noywich, 
alchough he hath writ againſt the Impoſition of Forms 
of Prayer, yet tells the. World, that he thinks it not 
' unlawful to joyn with them, even at the Holy Sa- - 
crament ; Mr. Croften alſo, in his Saints Care for Church 
Communion, Writes againſt Seperation from the Paro- 
chial Churches ; Dr. Bryan alſo in his Sermons called 
Dwelling in' Ged, anſwers. the Separatiſts. ObjeCtions - 
againſt the Common-prayer ; Mr. Corbet of Chicheſter 
in his. Plea for Lay-Communion, doth the like, Mr. Hum- 
phry's two Speps, Mr. Read's Caſe, Mi. Faircloughs Pa- + 
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ors Legacy to his People, Mr. Tomb's his Apology for 
£97 1G the Pariſh W.rſhip, Mr. Foſeph br arss Fh 
and Mr. Richard Allen's Farewel Sermon, Mr. Cra- 
dacott's Farewel Sermen, Mr. Lye's Farewel Sermon, 
Mr. Hickman-in his Bonaſus Vapulans, tells the World 
wherever he comes, he perſwades people ro atrend 
the pablick way of Worſhip ; and his Conſcience would 
flye in his face, if he ſhould do otherwite : See allo 
Mr. Pool's Vox Clamantis, a Latine Book, Mr. Gonge's 
Practice in the Sermon at his Interment, and Mr. Sa- 
muel Clark's Life, written by himſelf. | 

Separat. But ſurely we ought ro joyn with the Pu- 
reſt Church, and where there are the feweſt corrupt 
Members at the Holy Sacrament; for if any man that 
is call'd a Brother, be a Rayler, or a Perſecutor, with 
ſuch a one we ought not to eat. 

Conform. I grant, we ought to chooſe the pureſt Com- 
munion we can; but yet we ought not to diſturb the 
peace of the Church, nor to uſe any unwarrantable Me- 
thods, but to obſerve.the Providence, of God, and re- . 
gularly reform what is amiſs, according to our place 
and Station : For as Dr. anton on Fude obſerves, Cor- 
rupt Mixtures are ground of Lamentarion, but not of 
Separation: He that eats and drinks unworrhily, eats and 
drinks damnation to himſelf, .not to me who Receive 
with him, provided I do my Duty to inform- him, 
and to inform apainſt him, as Mr. Ynes on the Sa- 
crament well obſerves: Mr. Fenkins on Fude gives ma- 
ny Reaſons to prove that it is Civil eating, and not 
Religious, that the Apoſtle there forbids : Shall I re- 
fuſe to go to the Supper, . becauſe there is- one there, 
that hath not on a Wedding Garment, faith Mr. Yizes ; 
and the Provincial Aembly of London Miniſters did 
grant, that there were greater Corruptions in the Church 
of Corintn, than in any of their Congregations; and 
yet the Apoſtle no where calls for a Seperation ; and 
the New-England Miniſters atteſt, in the Plarform of 
Diſcipline, ** That as Separation from a Ciurch, where 
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ſcandalous livers are tolerated, is not preſently ne- 
refſary, ſo for the worthy Members to abſtain from Com: 
munion with ſuch a Church, in the participation of Sa- 
craments, is unlawful. So Mr. Burronghs in his Goſpel 
Worſhip tells' gs, that we are not defiled by the meer 
preſence: of wicked men ar the Sacrament, ( that's a 
Decei: and Gull that ſome would put upon them that 
differ from them) but they are thus far defil'd, if 
they do not their duty to purge them out as far as they 
have power: Read: Mr. Feans on the Sacrament, and 
Mr. Blake's Vindication; And the five Difſenting Bre- 
- thren do declare this ſincere Profeſſion before God and 
the World, that all the Conſcience of the -Defilements 
in the Charch of Exgland, did never work in any of 
them any thought, but + that multitudes of the Paro- 
chial Congregations were the true Churches of Chrift. 
And Mr. Fohn Goodwin acknowledgeth, that there was 
more of the Truth and Power of Religion under the 
late Prelatical Government, than in all the Reformed 
Churches in the World beſides : See his S:on Colledge 
Viſited ; read alſo what Mr. Henry Facob hath wrote 
upon this Subject againſt a total Separation ;, and he 
was looked upon as the Father of the Independants : 
Have a care leſt you refuſe Communion with Railers 
while you are ſuch. a one your felf. | 
Separat. I much fear ſome mens Compliance at this 
time, will put a ſtop to a Covenant-Refourmation. 
Conform. Iam of Opinion that nothing more promotes 
Reformation, than Union amongſt all Chriſtians of the 
Reformed Religion ; and nothing more hinders it, than 
Separation, and Diviſion ; take: Biſhop Uſher's word 
for it, as you may fee in his Life; and read Dr. Bar- 
row's Sermons, and Biſhop Hall's Peace-maker, and you ' 
will be of my mind: I caefefs I am prone to think, that 
if our Diſſenters would come to Church, and by their pre- 
ſence encourage their Miniſters to preach well, and live 
well; :and if he doth not, to acquaintthe Biſhop, and get 
him tuſpended, _ anda better in-his ſtead ; this would 
| D * more 
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more conduce to publick Reformation, than running 
away from them and -railing ar them: The beft way 
to reform the Publick, is for every one to endeavour 
to reform his own Life, and his own Family, and to. 
leave National Reformarion to our Governours: Read 
« Dr. Horton's, and Mr. J]Vatſon's Sermon before the 
Parliament, and they will rell you, that the Covenant 
was not only againſt Sin in General, but Schilm in 
Particular ; and that the 'very Letter of it was broke. 
For my part, | think no man can bind himlelf to. 
that which is not-in his power, and an unlawful Oath 
is better broke than. kept, when made without a legal 
- Authority.- A Adinor under the Law, if he had made 
a Vow about any thing, even relating to the Worſhip 
of God, it 'was null and void, if made without the free 
conſent of the Superiour. We ought ( as one obſerves ) 
- to go to the Scriptures to know what's our Duty in 
the Worſhip of God, 'and not to the Covenant : If- 
the Scriptures make it not a Sin, the Magiſtrates Com- 
mand will make it a Daty. 'We- ought to. promote 
Unity ; and as the World goeth now, this Commu- 
nion. is the neareſt, and needful to exprefs our Unity: 
It is rather 'Perjury and Covenant-breaking, either to 
preferr no- publick Worſhip before the Liturgy, or to 
refuſe Communion with the Churches that uſe it. Tt'is 
worth obſerving, 'that -the-Divines who framed the Co- 
venant, (and therefore beſt underſtood the obligations 
of it.) do in their larger Catechiſm 'prefix this Advice : 
That at Family Worſhip: care 'onght to be taken, that 
each Family meet by themſelves apart, leſt it tend 'to 
the prejudice of the publick Miniftry, and cauſe Schiſms 
and Separations in the: Church : For as Dr. S$:bs well ob- 
ſerves in his Sermons' on the Corinthians, Separation is 
often a greater fault, than thoſe things for which men. . 
pretend to ſeperate, - becauſe-attended with want of 
Charity. | 
Separat, I am not ſo much againft Parochial Com- 
mMunion- upon the account of difterent modes of Wor- 
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ſhip, as upon the account of erroneous Arminian'Do- 
Qrine taught in the Pulpit: The true Goſpel way of 
Preaching is left off; and the generality of young men - 
preach up meer Morality, and the power of Nature. 

Conform. There are very few men that cenſure what 
they hear, who underſtand thoſe Controverſies ; and the 
moſt wiſe are of opinion, that thoſe diflerences are 
more in words, than in things; and they can with grief 
of heart hear both Arminians and Calviniſts charge one 
another with ſuch odious conſequences which neither of 
them maintain: Without doubt a Man may be a ve- 

« ry good Chriſtian that praCtiſeth the Sermons of one 
or t*other, becaule they agree, if not in their DoQtine, 

et in their Application, as Mr. Ch:Uingworth well ob- 
? ku it's an eaſier thing to believe in Chriſt as our 
Saviour meant it, than to underſtand the- Definition of 

+ Faith as the :Schools expound it : Thoſe Doctrines are - 
moſt likely to be true, which moſt promote the Ho- 
nour of the Creator, and the Diligence of the Crea- 
ture : I aſſure you, all the Miniſters I hear are 
agreed in this great Truth delivered by our Saviour; 
viz. He that believes ſhall be (ſaved, and he. that be- 
lieves not ſhall be danmed. Doth the Minifter you hear 
own the Merits of Chriſt in the point of Juſtification, 
and the Spirit of Chriſt in the work of Sanctification ? 
Do not quarrel with his Doctrine for you know not 
what: Yow'l find ſome of your own Brethren differ 
amongſt themſelves about theſe Points, of Preſcience, 
Predetermination, Liberty and Neceflity. Let me ad- 
viſe you to read the moderate Peace-making reconciling 
Authors, who endeavour to narrow differences ; eſpe- 
cially Judge Hale, Biſhop Wzlkins, Dr. Tillotſon, Mr. 
Boyl, and Mr. Dent's Plain Man's Path-way to Hea- 
Ven. 

Separat. I cannot underſtand how ſuch who have re- 
ceived a Commiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt co preach the 
Goſpel, with a Woe annexed if they de not, can lay 

down their Miniftry upon the 'Command of a humane 

Authority. + D 2 Conform. 
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| Conform. Truly, nor I cannot underſtand- it,. neither- - 
if they do it voluntarily, and without Compulſion, when. 
they might preach and will not; but that's. not the 
Caſe; for men are ſilenced by a legal Authority. Ths 
it. be a. Duty to, preach the Goſpel, yet it's not the 
Duty of. all men, at all times, and in all places, as. it- 
was at the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity by the Apo. 
files, who had an immediate Call from God, and could 
work Miracles to confirm their Doctrine :- However 
there are more wayes than one to preach the Goſpel : 
Men may 'go from houſe to houſe, and by perſonal 
Conferences, and pious Exhortations, ( within the bounds... 
of the Law). may edifie and promote- the Converſion 
of Souls. Read. Mr. Feremiab. Burronughs*s Advice in 
his Sermons called Chriſtian Courage in Evil. Times, 
Mr. Zoſeph Allen's Call to Archippus, Drs Manton's Cale 
reſolved on the 119"), Pſalm, pag. 334. The old Non+ 
conformiſts. did-all the good they could in a private 
capacity, when they - were filenced by. the Biſhops 
from preaching publickly ; and they thought it their 
Duty to ſubmit to their Suſpenſions, ſo long, as their 
Bioceſans did it by the Law of the Land, as Mr. Rath- 
bayd obſerves in his Grave Admonitions, and old Mr. 
Parker challenges the World to give an inſtance of any 
figns of Pride, or Contempt of Authority :- Do we, 
ſaith he, perſwade any man to refuſe the. Ceremonies 
for. which we ſuffer? We ſtretch our Conſciences to 
the utmoſt, to Conformz we do not willingly caſt off 
our Miniſtry, but ſubmit to the Providence. of -God, 
who calls us from it. . See his Book on the Croſs, part:2 1. 
pag. 34: And Mr. Geree in his Vindication of the Church 
of England, in the Epiſtle, ( though: a Non-confor- 
miſt ) faich, That for men to preach publickly. againſt - 
the Command of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, without an - 
immediate Call from God, he never thought excuſable - 
from. Faction... The Magiſtrate in England doth' not for- 
bid preaching, in the. name of.Chrift; for they appoint | 
perfons to, doit, and ,make, Laws to puniſh. Subjects 

| I for : 
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or- not. hearing. Thanks be, to God, we have the 
Prayers and the Scriptures read in-a known Tongue; 
therefore your . Caſe and the Apoſtles: very much differ. 
Read Biſhop Uſher's . Sermon before King 7ames, on 
the Unity and Univerſality of the Catholick, Church. 
Separat. Good Sir, Do you think that God will ever 
make uſe -of a carnal, {ſcandalous Miniſtry to cenvert - 
Souls ? . | 
Conform. Becauſe-I induſtriouſly ſhun long Diſputes, 
and tedious Anſwers, I refer you to the Scriptural Rea- 
ſons of excellent Divines, who aflert it as: very proba- 
ble that he doth : . As Mr. Pemble in his Diſcourſe of 
the Nature aud Properties of Grace, pag. 125. Mr. Samu- 
el Hiern, in his Preachers Plea, and Mr. Fenner's:Ser- 
mon called Chriſt's Alarum to drowſte Saints, and Mr. 
Anthony Burges's Treatiſe of Faith and Aſurance, pag. 
503. and Mr. Swinneck in his Chriſtian Calling,'pag. 155. 
Firſt Part. 
Separat.. All this while you: omit the moſt conſide+ 
rable thing,. to juſtifle Communion with the- Parochi- 
al Aſſemblies: You. ſhould prove them to 'have the 
matter and\'form of true. Goſpel Churches. . 
Conform. That 'I could eaſily do. Firſt. As for the 
the Matter of our Pariſh Churches, they are.a .Com- 
pany of. viſible Profeſſors: of. Saving Faith in Chriſt, 
with their Children, by the Baptiſmal: Covenant: ſepa- 
rated for God, and 'dedicated-to him; and do take the 
name of Saints, as the Primitive Churches did. | Second- 
ly, And as for the. Form, ?tis. their congregating toge- 
ther in a ſtated courſe to worſhip Godin Chriſt, the - 
only Mediatour between God and 'Man, te callupon 
his Name, to. hear. his Word, to: partake of his" Sa- 
craments, which was the Form, and the only effentiak 
Form of the particular Church of Corinth, Epheſus, Phi- - 
lipps,, and the reſt; ſo that our Pariſh Charches, and 
the Primitive Churches planted : by the-Apoftles,: are 
for. matter and form, exaGtly. the fame; and thoſe who + 
conceive the matter of a Church to. be: real Saints, have : 
mil-. - 
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miſtaken the true ſenſe and meaning of Scripture, and 
upon. the falſe interpretation thereof have built their 
new Notions. See Mr. Hadſor's Efſenxce and Unity of 
the Catholick, Church, Mr. Geree's Ten Caſes reſolved, Mr. 
Hers Independency on Scripture, of the Independent 
Churches. 

. Separart. You ſeem ſo much for Parochial Commyu- 
nion, that you make me ſuſpect that you are for a total 
Separation from the Not-conformiſts in their Meet- 
ings. 

Don You miſtake, for I am for Catholick Com- 
munion. I think it Schitmatical to ſeparate from any 
good Chriſtians, where the Providence of God gives 
me an opportunity to hold Communion, provided the 
Numbers ere ſuch as give no juſt offence to my law- 
ful Superiors, well knowing, that the Law hath left 
men within the compaſs of the Promiſe; viz. Where 
two or three are met together in Chriſt”'s name, he #s in 
the mialt of them. 1 am not againſt occaſional Com- 
munion with any Chriſtians who obſerve ſach Rules 
of Prudence as tran{greſs not the Laws of the Land. 

Separat. To make Laws about the Worſhip of God, 
and appoint what he hath not commanded, I am afraid 
it looks like an uſurpation upon the kingly Office of ,Fe- 
ſr Chriſt, who above all things ought to have the pre» 
emittence in teaching ſpiritual Duties. \ 

Conform. I grant, to impolerany Ceremonies, to teach 
ſpiricual Duties without a Licenſe from Chrift himſelf, 
is to treſpaſs upon his Kingly and Prophetical Office ; 
but I know no Ceremonies "appointed to be nfed ro 
that etid, and therefore the Argument is grounded up- 
on a falfe Suppoſirion. The Church, I confeſs, hath 
appointed fach Ceremonies as ſhe coticeiveth- apt to 
ſtir up the dull mind of man to the remembrance of 
his Duty by ſome fpecial Signification ; bur ſhe hath 
no where faid, that ſhe injoyns them to reach ſpirt- 
tusl Duties; ſhe hath injoyn'd her Miniſters ro wear 
a Surplice when they officiate, but hath not ſaid, =_ 
he 
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ſhe injoyns .it to teach them .innocence or purity : She- 
injoyns people to kneel at the Sacrament; ,and ſhe 

rells us, that we ſhauld ſignifie thereby our humble and 

| | gr acknowledgments of the Benefirs of Chriſt, but 
the doth not ſay that ſhe deſigns thereby to teach ns 
Humility and Gratitude for thole benefits, but only calls 
upon us to expreſs that Humility and ,Gratitude which 
ſhe ſuppoſeth us to have already. And Ipray, once again 
take-notice, .that I am not pleading-for the Impoſition of 
any Ceremonies, but only arguing -how far it may. be our: 
Daty to ſubmit to them when impoſed, rather than diſo- 
bey lawful Authority, diſturb the publick Peace, and.ruine . 
our Families; thereby rendering our ſelves worſe than 
Infidels: But it can be no incroachment on the Offices 
of Chriſt, to make uſe of ſuch. things, .as,are only apt 
to ſtir .up- our minds by way of . remembrance of. our 
known ,preſcribed; Daty :: If chis be unlawful, it's an- 
lawful to tole a Bell to put. us in mind of going to 
Prayers, or-to.keep by us,a Death's Head to putus 
in mind of our Mortality: Is it a derogation from 
the kingly- Office of Chriſt to require men to come- 
gravely into. the Houſe of God, with their Heads un- 
covered, and to: kneel at Prayer, becauſe thoſe things. 
are. apt.to. ſtir,up the dull..mind .of man to the remem- 
brance of the Majeſty and Greatneſs of God :-. Chriſt 
hath not in Scripture ſet down all thoſe things that 
may .give occaſion to good Aﬀections,.,and pious Me- 
ditations. . Yau know the. Story.of the Cook, whofrom 
the conſideration of the heat of his own: fire, was mo- 
.ved to reflect on the torments of Hell fire, and thereby 
to abſtain from ahar which would :expoſe him to it : 
See Mr. Tombs iis Theodalie, who proves Lay-Com- 
| munion. with the Liturgy no. derogation: to..the king- 
ly Office of- Chriſt. ZI 
Separat. But dont you. know that under the Law, 
there was nothing - appointed. in the Worſhip of God, 
but was fully ſ=t down, even unto the Pins of the 

Tabernacle; and. nothing might be done by Moſes nor 

| | | Sole-- 
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Solomon, about the Tabernacle, or the Temple, though 
they were two of the wiſeſt men that ever lived ; but 
it muſt be according to. the Pattern which God had 
given in writing : Since therefore Chriſt was faithful 
'in all his houſe, (as Moſes was) he hath allo piven 
us a Patiern, viz, the holy Scriptures. 

Conform. This Argument holds as ſtrong againſt the 
Statute-Book, as the Liturgy, and if- the Argument 
' here holds from the Fidelity of Moſes, to that of Chriſt, 
we ought to have .had a Form of Civil Government, 
as well as of Sacred; or elſe Chriſt muſt be thought 
lets faithful; for he faith of che Judicial Law, as well 
-as of that relating to.'the Worſhip of God, You ſhall 
obſerveto do as the Lord hath commanded you, and (ſhall 
not turn unto the right hand, or to the left: And in- 
deed' Arguments taken from Similicudes may conciude 
things falſe; for there was a'High-prieſt, therefore there 
muſt be an Univerſal Biſhop over all Chriſtians, if your - 
' Argument hold good-; and you know who will thank 
'you for that, | | | 


Separat., If you could give out any Inſtances of ſuch 
thirgs appointed by the Rulers of the Jewiſh Church, 
in ſacred things, beſides what oſes ordained by di- 
vine Command, you would fay fomething. 


' Conform, Dear Friend, I conld mention ſeveral Par- 
ticulars for which they had no Precept tp direct them, 
but the uſe of Reaſon, and prudential Diſcourſe, for 
direQing the practice both of Prieſt and People: Bat 
becauſe our rime is ſhort, I ſhall only refer you to'read 
Dr. Lightfoot's Temple Service: As for Inſtance; the 
High-prieft was to confels over the Scape-Goat all the 
Iniquities of the Children, of 7ſrae; but we find not 
in the Law of Moſes any Form of words that the 
Prieſt was to uſe; therefore the Elders of the Church 
appointed him to ſay, Ah, Lerd . Thy people, the Houſe 
of Iſrael, have ſinned; we beſcech thee, O Lord, ex- 
preate 
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piate the Sins, Perverſities . and: Tranſereſſions 'of 'thY 


people. Andlee many more particulars tn the Doctors 


Book. ; 4 | 

Separat. But. can you produce ' any Circumſtances re- 
lating tothe Worſhip of God, which -Chtiſt hath lefc 
undetermined, and referred ro humane Prudence under 
the-Gotpel. | 

Conform. Yes, many :. As: for inſtance ; Chriſt hath: 
commanded us to aftemble- for his {c!emn: Worſhip, 
but -he hach taid nothing of thtie time  and-place where: 
and: when he . would have -us..afſemble; + or: gf the Or- 
naments of the place,. or of the diſpofal of the. Sears, 
or whether we ſhould fit: or,ftand; whil'ft hearing,' or 
with what number we. ſhould ;meer, .or how: long 
we ſhould. be. together, , whether uſe a ſet: Form, or 
pray ex-tempore, whether 'the: Minſter :alone, or: the 
people joyn their voices-withi him! ;; inor-in; reading hath! 


he told tis whar Book, what. Chapter, -what: Part ſhould: | 


be read, nor what, Tranflation, nor whether the- Mi-" 
viſter (ſhould /preach by /Do@trine,, Reaton and Uſe; or: 
without, nor what Subject he fhould chulſe, nor whe-” 
ther with Notes, or from his memory; | nor hath he 
 rold us how often we: ſhould receive the. Sacrament, 
nor.. whether the Bread ſhould be all of Whear, orof 
ſome, other, Grain, -or the, Wine--Sack, :Claret-or Mu£ 
cadine: - Innumerabje- other - Inſtances 'I could ' give of 
things left by 7eſus Chriſt to be determined” by hu- 
mane Prudence. _ | | RC IP 
Separat. Now under - the Goſpel God will not 
accept anything of the Creatures deviſing. in .his Ser- 


vice, but will now be worſhipped in Spirit and'in 


Trurh. | 

Cenform, This Notion. of yours, .I am. perſwaded, . 
'S. a meer humane Inventionz'and the common people 
rn away with a great miſtake, when they hear. or 
read the Sermons of ſome- ap3inſt nnnecefſary lmpoliri- 


on, and thence. inierr, that'th&y muſt not joyn with 
tuck a. mode of Worſhip, as hath ſome- things 'in ir» 
Fr | 
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that are faulty and defective ; eſpecially, when the Pro- 
vidence- of God-'doth not permit them to enjoy tuch as 
they call Purer Ordihances : Moreover, Worſhipping 
God in Spirit and in Truth is oppoſed to Formality, not 
ro Forms of Prayer; for a Chriſtian may pray in the 
Spirit, and.ulea Form too. A Man may worſhip God 
with his Heart, and yet with his voice, and upon his 
- knees, and with his head uncovered. I pray, read Mr. 
Byfield on Peter, Submit to every Ordinance of Man for 
the Lord's ſake. 


' Separat. Good Neighbour, doth not your Submiſfi. 


on:to the Impoſitions of man, bereave you of your Chri- 
ſtian Liberty? And we are bidden to ftand faſt in the 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and not to 
be. again entangled with the Toke of Bondage. 

Conform. Is it not very abſurd (think you ) to ſup- 
pole, that our Lord ſhould purchaſe for his Church a 
liberty to diſobey Superiours ; eſpecially, when our Obe- 
dience to them viſibly promotes Love, Peace, Unity, 
Humility and holy .Order ; and our Diſobedience pro- 
motes, Schiſms, Difſentions, Uncharitableneſs, Calum- 
nies, Wrath, Strife, Contentions, and expoteth Fami- 
lies to raine. The Magiſtrates Command cannot vio- 
late our Chriftian Liberty, fo long as it's-only in things 
of an indifferent nature, becauſe the-Conſcience is oblt- 
ged by them: At this rate the Commands of Maſters 
and Parents muſt violate Chriſtian Liberty : If were- 


faſe to ſubmit to things indifferent, becaule command- © 


ed ; 'tis but” forbidding us to yield Obedience to them, 
and then, 'by your own Principles, we muſt be exact 
Conformiſts. Chriſtian Liberty cannot be violared by 
requiring Perſons to do that of which their Conſcience 


( being erroneous ) doubts ; for, if it were, then our ' 


Laws violate Chriſtian Liberry, when they command 
the, Qxak.r to pay Tythes, and the Papiſt ro take the 
Oath of Supremacy. See Mr. Ponrbhan?s Chrijtian Li- 
berty, and Mr. Boiren's [ue Bounds of Chriſtian Free- 


dome, and Mr. Galeſpy's holeſome Severity reconciled 
te Chriſtian Liberty. Separat. 


; 
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Separat. For my partI dare not joyn wich the Pa- 
rochial Afſembies in their Ceremonies, leſt I thould 
encourage Superiors in their impoſing Burthens upon 
others ; and harden them in that which I take to be 
their Sin; and ſo ſhould be a partaker in Guilt, I 
think-it my Duty rather to bear my Teſtimony againſt 
theſe things. : FE] ; 

Conform, This Opinion will lead to Faction in. the 
Stare, as well as to Schiſm in the Church; and we 
may as well quarrel with many Acts of Parliament, which 
may in time become burtchenſome ; and if this Opi- 
nion be true, then muſt our Lord and his Apoſtles 
become guilty of the like Sin; for they did ordinari- 


 Iy joyn with the Fews in- their publick Service ; nat- 


withſtanding they who fate in Moſes's Chair, impoſed 
more Ceremonies than are impoſed in our Church : 
We only become guilty of the Sins of others direct- 
ly, by aQually conſenting unto, willing or approving 
of the Sin of others, or by commanding. the doing. of 
ic, or by per{wading, encouraging,. or alluring others 
to Sin : Or Indiretly, when we do that which is a 
culpable occafion of Sin : Burt here is no-occaſion_ juſt- 


ly given, though it” may be unjuſtly taken, We find. 


m Scripture, it was required that they-ſhould lye down 


'in theit Idol Temples ro worſhip, , and. yet the: Fews 


( though God'no where commanded them to. do; ſo.) 


did at the eating -of their Paſſover_ lye down, in to- -_ 
ken of the Reſt that God had given them in the good 


Land ; and we find, that Chriſt and his Apoſtles did 


conform themſelves to this Cuſtom, without thinking 


themſelves guilty of the Sin of thoſe who firſt 'requi- 
red this Idolarrous Cuſtom. What if JIzdependency 
were roo rigorouſly impoſed? muſt, we forbear it, or 
jutifie the Law ? | x 

Scparat. I muſt deal freely with you,. and declare, 
thar one grear Objection that Izave againſt Parochial 
Communion, 1s, That it miniſt@FScandal to our weak- 
er Brethren ; and you know what the Apoſtle faith 
in that caie, E-2- Conform. 
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Conform. 1 cannot tell how the People in the City 
have been taught ; but I think, if any' of them are to 
weak, as to be (caridaiized at their Fellow Citizens 
Communion . with the” pablick Aſſemblies, they ought 
to be better inſtructed for,” Scandal ( properly con- 
ſidered ) is an aftion whereby occaſion is miniſtred:co the 
Sin, Fall, and Ruine of our weak Brother, by laying a 
Stumbling-block in his way : .Bur-that- Sin and Fall of 
others which is occaſioned by my doing of my Duty, 
'cannot be my Sin: So the Preaching ' of the Crofs was 
to the Jews 'a Stumbling: block, and the Golpel preach: - 
ed was to fome a Savour of Death. By Obedience 
to the lawfol Commands” of my. Superiours, I cannot 
be guilty of ſinful Scandalizing of my Brother, becauſe 
Obedience is my Dury. The Scandal cauſed by one 
that refuleth Communion, when he may lawfully obey, 
is Scandalum datum, becauie 1t ariſerh from the Omiſh. 
on of a Duty ; but the Scandal adminiftred by che Com- 
municant, can be only Scandalum acceptum,.or Scan- 
dal ariſing not from the Action of him.chat holds Com- 
munion, bur from the Ignorance' and Weakneſs ofhim 
rhar'is offended at his ſo doing; for I give my weak 
Brother no juſt occaſion to be pgrieved at whar I do, 
or to paſs Cen'yre upon me as. an Evil-doer, . or to 
ſeparate from- Communion. with me, or to-do; with.a 
dovh*ing Conſcience what he teeth me do: - But, by. 
otr.iſhon of m Puty to Superiois,in la yſul rhings, I ' 
give juſt occaſion to all. who piouTy. and peaceably con- 
form, to grieve ar my. Action, and_ to pas their Cen- 
fares on me, as one . turbulent, tchilmarical, and difo- 
bedient to higher Powers: And .if 1 dg.( by my. x-. 
ampte ) oc8fiion [h: Omiſion of my Brother's Du y, 
and his Separation, I hal} be juitly charged with his 
" guilt, as miniitring Temptztion ro him by that Exam- 
ple, to neglect what he ought to do; and 16 1 muſt 
find: him cruly (in, rae Apoites lene) Dy twEmpLIg 
him ro Sm. As |} not eff-4;d my - Brother, to l 
muſt ngt offend my"Govcruour; ho 1s my Bruther 
| | Ally. 


— 


be bur ro convince the people, (by their pra 
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alſo. Read Dr: Sanderſon, Biſhop Uſher, ' Bilhop: Rey- 
nolds, and, other excellent Divines who have written 


. upon this Argument, and it will plainly appear, that 


he thas -refuſeth to-conform to Lay-Communion, left 
he ſhould offend. his weak Brother, ſeems directly to 
fin himſelf, to avoid an occaſion of Sin in another ; 
and ſo offends God, the King, the Church, the Laws 
and Conſcience too, by nor doing his. Duty, left he 
ſhould offend his Brother 'by doing it : And therefore 
1 cannot. 'but commend the practice of fach Non-con- 
forming Miniſters who'go unto the Per COen ifir 
ice ) 
that they do. not: think it a-Sin (o to do. | 
Separat. Bur when you once Ig. to: comply, do 
you know. where 'you ſhall end? Therefore it's beſt 
not to yield in the leaſt, | but to ſhun the beginnings 
of Sin.. - et: 
Conform. When you once begin to ſeparate from the 


«publick Worſhip, do you: know: where you ſhall end ? 


whether .in Arhei/m' or Quakeriſm, as multicades have 
done, who have thrown off all Ordinances upon the pre- 
rence of purer Adminiſtrations? We are to examine 
whether, the Commands of / our Superiors are. at pre- 
ſent lawful, not- whether _ may be'ſo hereafter-: 

Will you like ir, if your .Child ſhould refuſe ro obey 
your. lawful Commands, for fear: you thoakd: live to 
command .{omething that's unlawful ? This Argument 
would cancel the Obligation of all Laws, Let us do our 
preſent Dury,and truſt, God wich furure-events;;and'when 
we are called co, fuffer rather than fin, we may then ſuffer 


. comforrably : For ( as Mr. Jeremiah Burroughs well- oH- 


lerves) jt hath been a very dividing Principle, that fom> 
Men have taken up, viz. Not to go as far-as they could, 
becau'e they. could not go as far as they would.  -In- 
deed it's. good ro [han the Beginnings of Sin, but 
irs not good. to Call. that *Sin/ which God never catl'd 
19, + | 4 
Separar. But by your Compliance, yau, occaſion the 
| "Suffer 
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' Sufferings of many conſciencious Chriſttans, who cannot. 
do as you'do; and fo you encourage Perfecutors. 
Conform,. Its a groſs miſtake, to think that our Com- 
manion \juſtifieth the penal Severities of the Laws on 
others: What if it were death for a man to have his 
Hat on at the publick Prayers ? doth it juftifie the ri- 
gour of the Law, for a man to pull off his Hat? Muſt 
1 forbear that which my Conſcience calls my Duty, if 
an 'other ſuffer for counting it a Sin? have not Mr, 
Tombs and Mr. Nye writ in defence of the Oath of Su- 
premacy, though _ have ſuffered for refuſing it. 
Muſt not I obey the Laws, becauſe others ſuffer for 
diſobeying them? Mr. Strong-in his Sermons call'd 
Two Sticks made One, tells us, That the way to Peace 
and Unity, is, for men to comply as far as they can, 
even againſt their own Rights; and-Mr. Coro on Carr, 
faich, That it's no Infringement of Chriſtian Liberty 
ro ſubmit to Chriſtian Laws. I remember, one of m 
Neighbours neglected to baptize his Child, who; |wherf# 
I blamed him for. not bringing his 'Child to Church 
for that end, told me, one of this Brothers diſcou- 
raged him, who had never brought any of his 
Children, becauſe it would be a means to caule his 
ſuffering for the Omifſion : But this was a very weak 
Argument for. the former to. negle*- his Duty. 
-  Separat. This ſinful Compliance weakens the Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt. . | ©70 
' Conform. Sinful Compliance T condemn as much as 
you do; and I am ſure that ſinful Separation ftreng- 
thens the Roman Intereſt ; and Iam confident, that Uni- 
on amongſt thoſe who profels the Reforined Religi- 
on, is the beſt Bulwark again: Popery +: See Biſhop 
Uſker*s Life, and an excellent Diſcourſe, called, The 
Veceſjity of maintaining the preſent eſtabliſhed Relizion 
in oppoſition to Popery. See Dr. bates's his Farer Ul Ser- 
mon, and he will tel] you, 1 hat Separation and Divi- 
ſion oives a nitghty advantage, to Popery; Wir, [Wood an 
"eminent Presbyterian, in his Aniwer-to Lockyer, tells 
| him, 
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him, That the Separating Principle is likg to prove a 
Diſgrace to the Reformation, and will open 4 Door to 
Popery. Read alfo Mr. Gataker againſt 'Cax, and. Mr. 
Whitaker*s Sermon before the Parliament. 

Separat. But by going to the publick we do, as it 
were, acknowledge our ſelves to have been in an er- 
rour formerly, when we went to private Meetings. 

Conform. I confeſs, I have often thought that the reaſon 
why many. would not come at the Pariſh Churches, was, 
either from Ignorance, Melancholly or Shame, which 
are the three grand Cauſes of Scrupuloſity : But, I pray, 
why ſhould 'any man be aſhamed to change | his pra-- 
_ tice, if he once comes to fee, his errour and miſtake. 
* Let me ask you one Queſtion :* Did you ever inagine- 
before, that lo many Learned, Wile and Good Men 
were againſt a total Separation from the Pariſh Chur- 
ches ? Have not the beſt men that ever were chan- 
ged their practices, when they have been convinced 
of their Errours and Miſtakes ? Have we not the Ex- 
_. ample of the-Prophets and Apoſtles for it, and of the. 
ancient Fathers of the Charch for it 2 I could give mul- 
titudes of Examples of young perſons, who have wrote 
and diſputed vehemently for Separation, but in- their 
more experienced age confeſs their Errcur : They come 
neareſt the Inſpired Writers, who have the humilicy 
to confeſs their Miſtakes. 

Separat. For my part, I am for keeping to the Rule. 
. of Scripture ; and as the Conformiſts juſtifie their Se- 
paration from the Church of Rome, even by the fame- 
Arguments may the Non-conformiſts juſtifie their Se- 
paration from the Church of England, there being abun: 
dance of things required not contained in our only Rule of 
Faith, the Bible. | 
Ciform. Let me tell you, this is a very fallacious 
' way of arguing, to confound Articles of Faich with- 

Circumſtances of Worſhip ;- uſed by fome Jefuitical 
Writers, who go under the name- of Proteſtants, | as 
Heath did formerly, as you may read in the: Baok:; 

I, calls. 
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phlets : But as a full Anſwer to ſuch impertinent Wri- 
tings, þ pray read a late Treatiſe called The difference 
_ of the Caſe between Separation from the Church of Rome, 
and Separation from the Church of England. 

Separat. Your ſaying that indifferent things in the 
Worſhip of Gad, no: where forbidden, are lawfal, is 
but the ſame hivg with tne Romanifts talking of Ne- 

ative Articles of Faith, ' and demanding where ir is 
orbidden. to pray to Saints departed, &c. 

Conform. The Caſe ( as I ſaid before) is vaſtly dif- 
ferent; for we are required expreſly to - pray to 
| God alone in the name of Chriſt; and will you -paral- 
lel the Object of Prayer with a Veſture, a Geſture, 
and a Mode of Expreſſion, thi:gs . neither commanded 
nor- forbidden; Read the Second Part of the Prore- 
ſtant 'Recenciler, and allo the Proteſtant Peace- maker, 
written by the -preſent Learned Biſhop of Cork, 


name fo- many Authors, when (I aſſure you) I Qon*r 


intend. to pin my Faith upon mens Sleeves, bur upon 


the..Word of God. | 
Conform. The reaſon why I referr you to theſe ex- 
cellent Authors, is, becauſe I would have you ſee char 
I am not ſingular in my” Judgment and: Practice ; 
and moreover, becaulſe'I findy. breviry in this Dil- 
courſe, and referr you .to -fyrther enquiry at your 
leifure; and I muſt rel]: you, -1 am no more for pin- 
ning my Faith upon Humane Authority, than you are, 
and no further chan theſe. excellent, Men expound Scrip- 
tures according to the Azalogy of Faith, | do I reipect 
them ;\ neither do they defire that we ſhould be Fol- 
| lowers of them any furcher than they are of Chrit. 
Ler me ask you, do. you think your feIf wile engpgh 
to underſtand the Scriptures without a Guide ? a. 
Differences among Chriſtians may be reduced 16. one 
Original, viz. about the ſenſe and meaning of the Sctip- 
tures: And now it's. a great fatisfagtion to every wile 
| and 


called Foxes :and_ Fircbrands, and in other later: Pam- 


_ Separar. As. I hinted before, I wonder to find you . 


. 
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| and good man, to ſee the Expoſitions of Learned and 
| Pious Divines, that ſo he may not be impoſed upon” 
by cunning and craity men, who lay wait to deceive, 
by falſe glois and wreſted Interpretations of Scripture 
and ſtrange it is, that you who cry out againſt Hu- 
mane Authority when they are againſt your Opini- 
ons, ſhall nevertheleſs conſult at the fame time with 
ſome private Friend, or- Chap-man' whoſe Opinion 
you eſteem, though ir may be of very weak judg- 
mentz and this perſon (like the Pope ) mult be 
thought as if he were infallible, when a hundred men 
of better underſtandings mult be rejected, becaule they 
contradict your Sentiments:. Thus men . betray. egre-' 
gious Folly and finful Partiality :, And let, a man of 
great Piety, profound Reaſon, and long Experience, 
write a Book againſt your Principles and Practices, 
he ſhall be charged with Imprudence. and Inconlide- 
ration by ſome weak narrow-loul'd Perſons ; and this 
ſhall be a ſufficient Anſwer to all-his Arguments. Thus 
men by Partiality ſer barrs to Truth, and perpetuate 
Errour, and reſolve to remain blind by ſhutting out 
the light ; and whileſt they condemn an implicite Faith, 
exerctle nothing elle. | 
Separat. I cannot underſtand . this temporizing . ha- 
mour now grown ſo much in: faſhion, meerly. to pre- 
vent Suffering. - - La | 
Conform. Nor I cannot underftand how ſome. men 
can ſuffer Chriſtianly, and comfortably for refuſing to 
joyn in the publick-Worſhip of God in the Pariſh Chur- 
ches, ſeeing lawful Authority requires ir, and a, higher 
Authority no where forbids it. _ , EG 
Separat. Do you think a Chriſtian cannot haye Pac 
in {uffering, who refuſeth todo a lawful Action, w leſt 
the thing appears to him to be unlawful, 2 rr 
Conform. I do not_deny but he may, through. the in- 
| vincible prejudices of Education, and for want, of. bet- 
| ter information, and ( it: may-be), through want ofjudg-' 
ment to diſcern the Arguments brought againſt his Opi- 
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nion, or perhaps want of leiſure to read and converſe 
with intelligent perſons who would undeceive him. 

Separat. I hope you would not have weak Chriſti- 
ans read fuch Formal Books as plead for carnal Com- 
'pliance ; this is the way for men to be lead into dan- 
gerous Temptations. 

Conform. Thoſe are not dangerous Books that teach 
rgen their Duty to Godand the King. I am of Opinion 
nothing hath contribured more towards our prefenr Di- 
viſions in matters of Religion, than thar thoſe who 
are once prolelyted to a Party, account no Book ſafe, 
or worth the reading, than thoſe of their own Teach- 
ers, unleſs it be on thoſe common Truths that touch 
not the marttter in difference ; many amongſt 'us being 
like ſome in the Lord Bacor's time, who (as he ob- 
ſerves of them) thought it a tempting of God to read 
a Book contrary to their private Opinions. Old Mr. 
Dod ( I confets) uled to advite his Hearers not to read 
the Browniſt's Books for fear of being infected by them, 
and {o doth Mr.Capel in order to the avoiding Temp: 
tations, as you may fee in his Book on that Sub- 
ject. 

; Separat. I am ſure our Saviour pronounceth them 
Bleſled that ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake; and tells 
them, that their's 3s the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Conform. You ſay very true ; but is not the Puniſh- 
ment, but the' Cauſe that makes the Martyr. Mr. 
Baxter in his Book call'd Obedient Patience, tells us, 
that there are many who now ſuffer in a Cauſe that's 
neither good nor juſtifiable, for refuſing Parochial Com- 
munion : Good Brother, let us lay our Hands upon 
our Hearts, and-put this Queſtion to our felves ; Whe- 
ther turning our backs upon publick Worſhip, when 
we can have -it no otherwiſe, will bear us out with 
comfort in ſuffering ? Let us have a care left we pull 
down trouble upon our own Heads : I am afraid ſuffer- 
ing for refuſing' to comply with the external Circum- 
ſtances of our Religion, cannot be called a Perſecurion 
for 
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for Righteouſneſs ſake : Then I ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 
when the Honour of Chriſt, or ſomething that offers 
violence to my Religion and Chriſtianity it ſelf is con- 
cerned in it, when I ſuffer for that which I cannot 
avoid without difowning my felf to be a Chriſtian, and 
making Shipwrack of Faith, and a good Conlcience : 
But where the Cate ts not evidently chus, a man may 
draw miferies upon himſelf, and yet not ſuffer as a 
Chriſtian, becauſe jt may proceed from Humour or 
Intereft, Men very often place Religion in doing or 
not doing what is no part of it; and then they think 
they may ſafely ſuffer upon that account. Doth -thar 
man ſuffer for Religion, who ſuffers for refuſing to 
do that which our Bleſſed Saviour and 'his ' Diſciples 
did; viz. .hold Communion with publick Worſhip, 
notwichſtanding ſome Corruptions in the circumſtanti- 
- al mode-cof Adminiſtration. The Church of Galatia 
was turned aſide to another Goſpel, and held! Juſtifi- 
cation by Works, and fome in the'Charch of Corinth 
denyed the Article of the Reſurrection, 'and yer Saint 
Paul no where calls for a Separation, Sure I am, the 
Primitive Chriſtians would never have pafſed thorongh 
the fiery Trial, nor the Holy Martyrs in Queen Ma- 
ries dayes have forfeited their Lives and Eftates, had 
no more been required of them, than there is of us: 
viz,. To come to Church, or to kneel at the Sacrament; 
but would rather have bleſied God,: and thankfully have 
owned the favour of their Governours. For Subjets 
obſtinately ro ſtand out about ſuch ſmall matters, - it 
makes them Martyrs to their own humors, rather than to 
the Cauſe of Chriſt, as Mr. Bernard well obferves in his 
Counſels of Peace : If men ſuffer for known Truths, 
or againſt known Error and Witketneſs, they. ave fafe 
for which they have the Examples of Gods Word, and of 
holy Martyrs ; but beware (faich he) of ſuffering for 
things unknown to all former ages, though they ſeem ne- 
ver ſo uſt, - -And'as the Father obſerves; 'it's' every whit 
as gtotious to ſuffer ks wa of Martyrdom; - to 
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dye for not dividing the Church by cauſleſs Separati. 
ons,_as it is to be burnt for refuſing to Saerifice to 
Idols. To be. perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake, fig- 
nifieth, to be perſecuued for Obedience unto God z 
But when men are proſecuted for diſobedience co law. 
ful Authority, ( ſuppoſing they are convinced che thing 
required is lawful) they ſuffer not for God's fake, 
but for their own, and not as Martyrs, but as Male- 
factors : This made St. Perer diſtinguiſh fo carefully be- 
tween .ſuffering as an Evil-doer, and as a, Chriſtian; 
Chap. 2. ver. 13. Now to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, is to 
ſuffer for the Chriſtian Religion, or for any fundamen- 
tal Truch of it, as the Prophets and Apoſtles did of 
old; who in all their Sufferings were reduced to this 
{ad neceſſity of diſobeying God, or the Civil Authori- 
ty.. Read Biſhop Buſons Dilcourle of Chriſtian Sub- 
jeftion. | 

; Separat. But do you think-a man cannot ſuffer as 
a Chriſtian for refuſing to ſubmit to 'the Ceremonies 
of the Church. ph 

Conferm. In caſe of neceſſity, that a man muſt not 
worſhip God publickly at all, unleſs he ſubmit to the 
uſe of ſuch Ceremonies which perhaps he thinks in- 
convenient, but eannot prove. them abſolutely unlaw- 
ful : In this caſe a man may fin in ſuffering, becauſe 
at the ſame time he ſuffers for negleCting the publick 
Worſhip of God, which he cannot enjoy without the 
Ceremonies. But, ( as I ſaid before) if a man hath 
uſed the beſt means he could to inform his Under- 
ſanding, and yet is fully perſwaded it is finful to uſe 
the Ceremonies, he will ſuffer the more comfortably, 
and. deſerves to be the more. pitied. 

Separat. I could not take the Sacrament at the Rale, 
for I ſcruple coming up to the Altar : I am for do- 
ing nothing more than the Law requires. 

Conform. 1 do not place Holineſs in. one (part of 
the: Church more. than -in-.another;z but- yet, it being 
more .convenicat for-the Miniſter to. give it at that 
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' place, and becauſe T would not be ſingular, when the- 
Generality of the People accuſtom rhemlelves to to do, 
I ſee no Superſtition in it; eſpecially if the Miniſter: 
deſires me to come up to the Table, thereby ro pre. 
vent ſome mens Jealouhe, leſt he ſhould di{pente with: 
the kneeling Geſture in a private Pew, and thereby 
render himlelf obnoxious-to the Canon of Suſpenſion; 
And if ſome men choole rather to call the Commu- _ 
nion Table an Altar, that ſhall not affrighr me away ' 

from it : What matter is it to a wiſe Man which way 
the Communion Table ſtands ? Suppole he that pla- 
ced it ſo, had a Superſtitious Intention, that doth not 
make me criminal. If this be all you' ſcruple, I ſap- 
poſe your Miniſter will gratifie you, and give it in 
your Pew, the Law not forbidding it. ' But you and' 
1 know, that the. Ancients uſed the word Altar with 
great. Innocency, only as a figurative Expreſſion, 
and no + more. underſtood by it : If the Rales be. 
only intended to ſecure it from indecent uſage, and to 
expreſs: Reverence and Reſpect 'to the Sacrament, as: 
we are-told they are, I know no hurt in them, nor- 
will I refuſe the Sacrament upon that account, ſo-long as. 
the Scripture no where forbids it, and Cuſtom; in ſome 
Churches, obligeth men to come up to that place. And ' 
whereas you ſay, you'l: do nothing but what the Law - 
requires; I wonder why yow keep your Hat off in 
the Church, for there's no- Law for it: There was no. 
Law to compell. our Saviour to contfibute to the-Tem- 
ple, he did it to avoid offence. x 

Separat. I cannot go to thoſe Churches where there - 
are Organs; it ſeems to me to be a Popiſh, fooliſh: 
way: of Praifing, and'a meer Device. 

Corform. I'am not fond of them, yet I think” it not- 
lawful to ſeparate from publick Worſhip upon that ac-. 
count, ſeeing Inftramental Muſick was nfed in the Few- 
;- Church, and direted by David and Solomer; and: 
it is alſo: uſed in the er4n, "and: in many of 'the- 
Reformed Churches as well as in'ours, and many Pi- 
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-ous Men profeſs their Spirirs much raiſed and elevated 
by ir in ſinging the Praifes of the great God; there- 
fore I would not impole upon them, or hinder their 
Elevation of Soul, See Mr. Baxter's Opinion of- Or- 
gans, who faith, a man may as lawfully ule them, as 
drink a Glais of Wine to raiſe his Spirits when dull ; 
read al'o Biſhop Hali's Meditations, Dr. Moor alſo, 
and the Excellent Biſhop of Cork upon the fame Sub- 
ject. 
Separat. The Non-conformiſt Miniſters will not..g0 
to Church, very few of them art leaſt ; and they muſt 
ſtarve for want of maintenance, if all the people ſhould 
forſake them, as you do. 

Conform. The Caſe of us Lay-men, and of Non-con- 
forming Miniſters, ( as I told you ) is vaſtly different ; 
their Practice cannot be a Rule to us; they dare not 
appear in the Church, in a Corporation, for fear of being 
ſent ro Priſon, according to the Five-mile:At ; there- 
fore do not look for them there: Bur 1 many 
of them do not come to Church, ' yet the Modetate ones 
amongſt them do; eſpecially in the Countrey Villa- 
ges, where they dare appear in publick : And where. 
as you ſay, they muſt ſtarve, if not heard; I hope 
{ome of them can live without your maintenance : And 
for thoſe amongſt them that are Poor and Indigent, 
you may contribute your Charity towards their Re- 
lief, without breaking the Laws to: hear them Preach 
in great numbers, when you may hear them in pri- 
vate Families. | | 

Separat. 'We'ought to hold Communion: where there 
is the beſt Diſcipline. | 

_ You ſay true,” wken you: can have it in a 
lawful way ; iz. by Prayers to God, humble Addreft- 
ſes to Authority, faithfal Performance of Duty both to. 
Miniſters and Church Members : But men muſt have 
a care leſt they aCt 1o irregularly, as-t0:deferve Charch- 
cenfure and - Diſcipline themielves,--for.. taking. a: bad: 
gopric to come at Church-difcipline upon:others _ | 
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muſt not do evil, that good may come ; this is to cure- 
the Church by cutting - her Throat. Auſtin, Carvin, 
Cyprian, and the moſt and beſt Divines, are apainſt Se- 
paration meerly for defective Diſcipline : Buc yer, ler 
me tel{ you, the Pariſh-Charches are not wirhouc Dit- 
cipline, for the Title Rector ( which the Law gives 
ro all Parſons ) implyerh it: And in the Rubrick the Mi- 
niſter is not only Authorized, but commanded to keep 
-all Scandalous Perſons from the Sacrament ; and the 
ſame Order is given in the Canon. Beſides, every 
Pariſh hath Wardens under Oath, to preſent all Scan- 
lous Perſons in order to Puniſhment : Shall you and [ 
neglect our Duty, in holding Communion with the 
publick Congregations, becauſe other mez neglect 
theirs? At. that rate we muſt hold Cominurion with 
'no Church. I wiſh, that you, and others of our 
diſſenting Brethren that complain, are not acceſlary to 
the want of Dilcipline, by withdrawing your Brother- 
ly Aſſiſtance, for Diſcipline muſt begin at the Peo- 
ple. The way to cure the Charch, faith old Mr. Ca- 
lamy in his Sermon at Aldermanbury, is not to ſepa- 
rate from them, but to continue with them; and by 
dwelling amongſt them, to labour to enrich and heal 
them. We muſt not hurt a: Community for private 
Convenience, Separation ſhews a great want of Cha- 
rity, and conſequently of a true Catholick Spirit : It's 
below the Spirir of a generous Chriſtian to look ar 
his own things; for he deſires not to pleaſe kimſelf, 
bur all men for their Edification. 

Separat. That's the very thing that makes me ſepa- 
rate: I find I cannot edifie by our own Pariſh Preach- 
er, he is fo dull, and reads all his Sermon. 

Separat. Perhaps the faulr may be-more in the Hear- 
er than in the Preacher: Did you not come with pre- 
judice againſt the Miniſter ? Perhaps you are dull and 
heavy your ſelf, and ſlept away the greateſt part of 
the Sermon, or, it- may be, your thoughts were taken 
up with Secular Aﬀairs. There are thoulands: of _ 
ried. 
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'Glorified Saints in- Heaven, and of Gracious Souls on 
Earth, that have found Edification in. the Pariſh Chur- 
-ches of England. I could tel] you of an Eminent Di, 


vine, viz, Mr. Geree, who hath told the World in 


Print, that amonglt all the Spiritual Converts that are 
in our Church, not one in a thouſand hath been con- 
verted by a Separatiſt, but before ever they went into 
the way of Separation : And if uſing Notes hinder Edi- 
fication, you muſt not hear the beſt and the ableſt of 
your own Teachers, who dothe ſame thing: At this 
Tate the Miniſters muſt get the Chapters by heart, and 
not read them neither, leſt it hinder your Edification ; 
do but ſhnt your eyes, and then you may. be .edifi- 
ed. 

Separat. I dowt underſtand why we ſhould be refu- 
ſed the choice of our. own Paſtors for our Souls, -any 
more than of our Phyſicians for our Bodyes. 


Conform. Whether the People have a Right to chooſe 


their own Paſtors, you and I will not now determine ; 
neither is it proper to our particular Caſe : The Que- 
Fion is, Whether if you are not permitted to chooſe 
your own Paſtors, you may therefore turn your back 
upon his Miniſtry, and grieve and diicourage him by 
your ablence, and thereby ſhew an ill Example to others 
to do the ſame, when it may be he is a tolerable 
good Preacher, and a very good Man ? If the Do; 
Ctrine preach'd in. the pooreſt Pariſh- Church in Erg- 
land, be but humbly heard and embraced ( though by 
a weak Miniſter) there can” be no danger of Salva- 
tion, becauſe it's the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the ſame 
for Subſtance which the Brethren preach in private. 
Be ſure to add to your Miniſters Labours hearty, Pray- 
ers for a Bleſſing, and godly Conferences, and Watch: 
fulnels over your Hearts and Lives, and mourn for 
thole Sins which have deprived you of ſuch Paſtors as 
you deſired to chooſe ; but do not. forſake the Aſſem- 
bling of your ſelves together in the Publick Worſhip 
-of God, which is much to be preferred before the Pri- 
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vate Aſſemblies. - Read Mr. Charnock upon the Divine At. 


rributes, pag: 140. What if you. did not chooſe your. Mi- 
niſter ac firſt ?; yer if you conſented to. him afterwards, and 
have received Conc by his Miniſtry, or might have done, 
| had ir not been your fault; this is no juſt Plea for Se- 
paration * The London Presbyrtetians gave good reaſon 
why in {ume Caſes People are not -to be truſted with the 
choice of their own Paſtors: See their Fs Divins Mini- 


fterii, And Dr. Seaman hath particularly anfwered this Ob- . 


jection in a ſingle Treatiſe, and ſo hath Dr. Sti[ingfleer 
in his Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. 

Separat, I cannot joyn in the Reſponſes at your Prayers ; 
ro me It looks like that vain Babling which the Scripture 
condemns. | = 
. Conform. If we impartially conſider the matter, it will 
not appear ſo ; for by our Saviours Caution againſt vain 
Repetitions, it ſeems there are ſome Repetitions that are 


not vain : And this we may ſuppoſe, becauſe Chriſt him-. 


ſelf praying in his Agony, thrice uſed the ſame Petitions, 
and that in the ſame words : That which gur Saviour con- 
demns, ſeems to be that Repetition -which proceeds from 
the affeQation of much ſpeaking in Prayer, or from a 
belief char God will not be moved to help us, anleſs we 
uſe many. words, and repeat ' the ſame thing oyer in a 
tedious manner ; but when the matter repeated is weighty 


and grave, and apt to move Pious Aﬀections, it cannot. be 


liable co the charge of Vanity: Such Petitions as, Lord 
have Mercy upon us, deſerve the putting forth of che whole 
ſtrength of our Deſires and AﬀeCtions; and when we aſcribe 
Glory to the holy Trinity, we expreſs what we ought 
to make the end of our Worſhip, and of all the Actions 
of our. lives. How can fuch as charge our Service wh 
vain Repetitions, have a Reverend eſteem of the 1 36" 
Palm, where for 26 Yerles together, His Mercy endureth 
for ever, is repeated in every verſe. If our Devout Af- 
fections go. along with our vocal Reſponſes, it is a good 
way to check. a wandring Spirit, and heip and relieve At- 
tention, and to excite a lively Activity in  Gog's Service, 
by provoking one another to pray and to give thanks. 
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This vas the practice af th Piimitive Ch l 
as Known © ReadDr.” Edith Tiberes Ete-coftics, 
Mr.  Hoakers Eccleſiaſtical Pollicy, And the fecond' part of the 


Progeſt aut Reconciler. wt 
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" Separat. I cannot joyn- in thefe things, leſt I hoald encay- 


rage people in Superſtition by my example. __ 

* Conform. Your refuſing to hold Commiinion with Gods 
publick, Worſhip, encourages 'people more in ſuperſtition 
than youare aware of; for that's properly Superſtition, to 
{cruple and'place Religion inforbearing lawful'ations, with 
4 touch not, eaſt not, handle not :: ler me tell you, , that you do 
ten times more miſchief by your Separation, than you think, 
you do: for:I would judge charitably,” and hope that.you 
do not deſigy miſchief ; .you harden all the Sectaries ia their 


way :. You promote Atheiſm, people's ſeeing fo many ney . 


unheard of ways in Religion, think: chere 'is no. Religion 
at all, and fo neglect all. Again, youare guilty of the in of 
Schi!m, for fuch a Sin'is all cauſeleſs ſeparation; you under. 
mine the reputation of your-Pariſh Mmiſter thereby, render 
his Miviſtry the leis ſucceſſeful';, you,wrang the Separators 
by cheriſhing their cauſelels ſcruples, and ſo become acce(- 
fary tothe weaknels of their Conſ{tiences, , you train them 
up to a diſlike of publick Authority, cauſe them to break the 
firſt Commandment "and nouriſh in them;Spiritual pride, in 
judging better_of themſelves than they ought. Read My. 
Bradſhaws Unreaſenablenefs of Separation, © OR 
Separat.” But do you {eriouſſy perſwade me to.go ta 
Church 7 | 5's (4 
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_ ments which ] fear: the Separatifts'never choupht on.. If -rhis 
: Conference doth (bur- bring: Dilenters -to/ more Charity'tg- - 
wards thote who do gonform To-Lia y-GCommunien, -/itwwill be | 
'a;good ſtep/towards thetrdoing/to.tagin:iimethemielves.. - . 
>| |; Separat. I do. aUmire how you'can; iubmicro the Ule of 
the Crols in Baptiſm, which is to plainly a ſignificant Cere- 
- » :Conform> 1am not: Ignorant. what, tedious Diſputes there 
have been m—_ learned. men. ahout: this/Mattet, /whecher 
it may ilawſuily be impoſed ; butrhis smone of :our- preſent 
conttovelie: The; Queſtion is between you'and I:Lay-men, 
Whether we may lawfully ſuffer 6ur Childzetto:'be 40-Bap- 
tized with it,- when we cannot have-w dontie; without-it: for 
my; part, Ido not inztheileaſt Quaſtion but weimays :For,con- 
 fider,this:Profeſſing-ſign was anciently ulgd: by:the Primitive 
Chritians, (before-'the: Corruptions-of: Poperyi were ever 
heardiof,.) in defiance of all ) ſorts:af;Infidels, iri 40ken- that 
- they:ſhould not. be aſhamed qf a crucified;Saviour:; we don. 
his but follow..the examples of the pureſt and holieft.. Profel- 
{ors of the Goſpel thatiever were;:/\Fhe Qrofsistigt appointed 
,to repreſent anyithing:ts' us, but-anly toreniind vs'ofia Duty 
_ -: which we-are bound:todo!; Jliketbat:Altar'whibh was! built by 
. the Childrenof| Rewben and:Gad; br for: Burnr-offeringznor for 
: Sacrifice, -but that it might;be} a Witneſs: The: Qneftion 1s. * 
-not, Whetheriiube lawful;for the Miniſter to uſe; ir-3:\thdvhath 
.been fdepyed-by: thoſe: ivery: Nopcanformilts,-whoi d&Ogrant 
;that:Lay-men may offer[their Children to be. Baptized©-where- 
»Ks uled; if chey, canndvbays: itddile: withaur it: Becauſe 
' Baptiſm is Gods:Qrdinance,.and the' Sin: (if itbe one) 15 rthe- 
Miniſters and:not:ours;: for another mans finful: mode: willnot 
:Juſtifie. xhe, neglect of: our-TJugy. b And" every fignificant 
cuſtom in a Churely i qadiſt pals'ifdr a>newiSaoramenty then: _ 
tang at:thes Communiaen is; 4 neqv3 Sacrament, becaule-- we 
are told is betokensReftravd Gonmynion: with Chrifts: arid: 
putting off the Hat in Prayersia prafeliing fag of Reverenice; 
\#: cannot: be thoyght-a :2Hdedium in Gods: Worlbip; obecaule 
eur. worſhip 4s nebdafeted: te ity;nmor de: werkneel: befote 
\lt;8er fdediart that we! amicxcited-by jtots Iwothip::God.. 
-Ih&ſ1gn:of the -Cro(s is nor:an:EffentiabolBaprifm,; as i6ama- 
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nifeſt by the Canon 3 which tells us, that'the Infant Baptized - 
is by vertue” of Baptiſm, before; ir'be figned with the ſign of 
the Croſs, received into the Congregation © of:Chrifts 'Flock, 
as a perfet Member thereof; arid i'not by -any Power afcri- 
bed unto the ſign of the Croſs. . And it after addeth, that this 
Church accounteth this fign'a tawful' outward Ceremony, 
and honourable Badge, whereby the Infant is dedicated to the 
 fervice of him that. dyed upon' the Croſs : now dedicating a 
' Perfon being an engaging or ſetting him- a partfor God, and + 
ic being evident from the'Canon thar this dedicating is wholly 
_ diſtindt from the Baptiſmal dedication, to be a Member of 
Chrifts Church; we muſt hereby underſtand the Church to * 
' engage this member upon her account to the ſervice of Chriſt; 
. as when a, Father. ſhall warn his Children, to Devote them. | 
ſelves 'to the ſervice of God, as he himſelf hath done, And - 
this ſenſe is yet more-evident from the Office of Baptiſm, 
where the Miniſter baptizing ( aGting inthe Name of God) 
faith in the Singular Number, / Baprtize, &c. Bur faith in 
the Plural number, He receive this Child, and dv fron him, 
&c. aQting herein'in the Name of the' Rulers and other Mem. 
| | bers of rhe Catholick Church, in Communion* with us; the 
whole body defiring and ſeeking the good'of every-member : 
. Moreover it is uſed after Baptiſm, and'in caſe of ſudden fick- 
neſs it may be omitted, as you may ſee in 'the, Liturgy ; 
which plainly proves it is not thought effentially neceſſary to. 
the Ordinance: When any-charge'is given to any- Perſon, 
the common Wifdom of Mankindihath alwayes thought it 
very 'expedient, to add' to/ the Solemnity” thereof by ſome | 
figmficant Rite. And 'this' is all that's intended-by'the ſign of 
the Croſs, See Biſhop Adorron on this Subject, * 
Separat, : But it's good to keep as far off as' we can from 
any thing thathath been abuſedby Papiſts.'' 
Conferm. But:iris:not\good to run from Roxmie'into Babel: 
he that will condemn a pioaſly order'd” fign of Admonition and 
Memorial, becauſe a ſuperſtitious, operative uſe of the ſameis. 
not allowable, miuſt condemn things greatly different as if they 
were theſame ;: as if becauſe GideonsEphod was abuſed when 
ir was made an Idol, 'therefore the'ute:of an Ephod by Samuel 
im; the fervice of God: muſt be thought infufferable;;” oy 
2 & 
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cauſe the Image of Ceſar ſet up to be worſhipt is abominable,. 
therefore his Image ſtampr upon his Coyn muſt not be-to- 
{lerated : Thoſe mens Bodies which were once abuſed to the ' 
ſervice of fin, may yet find accepranee with God-in ſerving 
him. The DireQory tells us, that Things and Places formerly 
abuted to Superſtition, are not preſently to be laid aſide as un- 
lawful ; and the Proteſtants beyond the Seas, in their Confeſh- 
ons declare, that the true way of Reformation inthe Church, 
is not to root out every thing that was found in the- Chureh 
'of Rome, but to rejet what was fit to be rejected, arid to 
preſerve. what was fit to be preſerved: And' the Church of 
. England profeſſeth the ſame, in the Preface to. the Book of 
Common-Prayer: It's true, Hezekiah brake down the Bra- 
zen Serpent when abuſed to Idolatry, . but we muſt conſider: 
that the Fews had poſitive Laws to' demoliſh all Tdolatrous 
places, which we Chriſtians have not ; and moreover, it was. 
done by lawful Authority, - whoſe regular Reformatjons we , 
muſt wait for in the way of our Duty : And be ſure to remem- 
- ber, that we are not diſcourfing what is convenjent in caſe-of 
Liberty, but. what is lawful in caſe of Neceſliry. aj 
ho I have ſo-great a prejudice againſt the Surplice, 
that I cannot-attend-the Prayers of one that wears.it, it ſeems: 
.to me to be ſo very indecent.. | | Alps 
Conform.. 1 will not go aboyttodiſpute for a white Surplice, 
-bur I'll keep to my uſual Method of Diſcourſe, and only deſire: 
to. know of you, whether you think you can juſtifie the lawful-- 
neſs of negleAting: the publick Worſhip of God! becauſe the: 
; Miniſter that officiates doth not wear bis Garinent of tuch a 
Colour as pleaſeth your fancy; efpecially.when we conſider, 
that the greateſt part of Mankind,. both Fews and. Chriſtians, 
-have: accounted white Garments both honourable and'come- 
ly; - arid' they are alſo. approved, as fact bythe Wifdom of 
God himſelf, in the-Deſcription.of the moſt excellent. Perſons 
and Things. F praytell me, how came yoy.to have a berrer 
judgment' concerning what is decent in the. Charch,. than the 
reſt ofthe World have, or than he who gave the Being. both 
to the: World; and to the Church ?7* Again, If we conſider 
the great Antiquiry of this white' Garment in the Church, 
before ever Popery was known: For, fince the degeneracy- 
| | >:oft- 
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-of the Roway Church, the Surplice, is none. ef their proper 
- Mang, Garments, being never worn by che Pujeſt who con- 
ſecrateth.at.the Mats, but there are fix ocher Gatmens which 
are.uleg,by.their Prielts,. and. accognted their holy Gauments, 
all of them, having their particular. Conlecrations; as the -Sur- 
plice. hath nots this Garment having. been. lefs abuſed by 
them than their Churches, and their Communion Cloaths, 
- which, .by reaſon of their mauifeſt Conveniency and Decen- 
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'&y,- are by, us Kill chought lawful to be ut. SH 
11 EFhe ule, of black Garments ,may be argued apainſt from 
\ the. Topick of Abute,,,with as much-plauſiblenels as can 
be argued againſt white ;- For the ancient Pagan Prieſts 
wore-'a black Garment, .and: were from thence called Che- 
marimg, as you may fee in Zepb. 1.4. which FJunirs ten- 
ders iArratus,” (as Buxtoxf .oblerves, } [At] this rate men 
. may diſpute. themſelves, out. of God?s' Creation, fince;Hea- 
ven and Earth, and_.all forts: of Creatures 'have' beey 1da- 
latrouſſy abuſed. Calvin himſelf diſlikes the Heat.of Con- 


-tention againſt the ule of it; and, many,,Proceſtant':Chur-. 
ches uſe it in Germany, Denmark, Norgvay .:& 6; Aud. [I 
could prove, that 1t,was ngt properly-an; AgroirahGarment, . 
and therefore not liable to. the. charge .of Fedarſmi; hor 


the High-prieſt's Ephod was, made: of Blue,” aud ;£ 


and..Scarlet; and his.Robe, was all of Blue,-which .can;/bave 


no aſliniry with the, Surplice 3.and it there were -aity| padt 
oof their, Garments white, .it differed very ,mych imche, (hape 


ox, faibion from ours;;;; But if: ic did nor,o) ;am1 are good 


men will, x<joyee ip, hear the Golpel,prapched, although 
{ene 0.0 Fae SIG” con rr0s delaala ee. 400 Io) 

. . Separat, :,am.not,:{o,: nuch: againſt -a, Form-.of Prayer 
in. General,,as 1 am aBaniE 4p ;Particalar;; Foraz»prefari- 
beg, zi having Jo. many jneedlels. Daurol 
to d-feChve.iu_many Cas, ant, loch lawgplds dallyidifidels 
way of. XPIFCIOPactRat, cangat(jOyBerWiCh itn! T bis 

 Confor mM. If & be: uch..a.cold, empry,, Form; o pray:come- 
and fill it with your warm  Devationz;/ for the-faulco Gul 


”" * 


am-apt to, think. ).1$ 10 abe. Supphicants,,, who! go/nogrijogyn | 


Faith,and ,Fervency, Its, 
ha Common-praytsy 


Pr pariane rhat capdemp the, ule; 
; : : COon-. 


26198; arbh:gs -y&t.. - 


apap \Qblerved, :4bas 4he.. 
Mw} 
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condemn alfo the afe of tne Eoyd's Prayer it £-if, : which: 15 


a'Confiderable'part of 'the Liturgy. Suppoſe thoſe-excelſent 
mert \yho penned the Prayers of the Church ſhould. bave 
lived 'in our times, and*have nled thoſe very'words meme- 
yiter, would we have refuſed, to joyn- with them in Pray- 


er?” and' if they would have: been good from their mourhs, - 


why- not from' the months-of other men?" I (An be' a(h#- 


med to repear the. rade Expreſſions, and imperinent Taus: 


tologies of {ome of your own tn their 'ex-rempore Prayers: ; 
will you therefore refute to hold Communion with'thenr® 
The. ordinzry Lord's Day's Service ir the” Liturgy, is! an- 
excellent Form of found Words, ſuited_to common" Ce- 

zcities, and ' common Neceffittes; 'and from*thence © takes 
it's Denomidation.”” The Compilersof it” were excellent 
Men,” and. fome of them Martyrs for the Proteſtant Re- 
formed Religion : And (as Mr. Bal oblerves ) it was not 


taken out. of the Maſs-Book ; bat compoſed fromthe me-.. 
reſt Liturgies in the primitive tines, before everthe Maſs»: | 


Book was heard of in\the World : ' The Mals-Bookimay' 
more properly be” faid'to. have" borrowed fone part%ef'ir;" 
| + that Learned. Author well obſerves. \ Good 'Siry conf. 
1 | 
er,” the' Creed, the Commandments, the Plalms of David: 
the Song of Zecharias, the: Virgm Mary 'and- old; Simenrs 


W hat better Doxologies of Praife for onr Redemption'by* *: > 
Jeſas Chriſt, according to the anctent uſe 'of the Chriſtie 


Church ? What hurt is there in the-excellent: HymatoF'Sr> 
Ambroſe, and: in the Prayer of St:'Chryfoſtame ? Are there. 
not alſo twa Chapters rea im "the Holy Bible; on& out bf 
the *Olat Teſtament, another oat- of the'New, "beſides Epi- 
_ ftles ard Goſpels proper for the day, together with-Com-* 
prehenſive Colletts, and Prayers 'for the whole* Seate” of 


Chriſt's Church Militant, and particularly for our Gover- © 
nours, that we may live peaceably and quietly, in all God- 


linels and : Honeſty ? | 


Separar. I am apeto think ypu are under a great miſtake, 


in thinking Uniformity the way to Uniry. I confels; Men- 
tal Communion amongſt all the Members of Ghriſt, is to 
be recommended, zz. in Faith-and Love; but Local Com- 

op munion 


der, what-makes,up the Liturgy ?- is it not the Lord's Pray-' | 
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'munion. will no way help-to cure Diviſions. EITIOR 
Conform. It is the general Opinion. of the wiſeſt Men; + 
and the beſt Chriſtians, that nothing can more conduce tas. ' © 
wards Union, than Parochial Communion , for when men © 
are. perfely:.joyned together in the ſame mind, andin 
the lame Judgment, all ſpeaking the ſame thing, and with 
one mouth glorifying God, and joyning their. Amen in the 
ublick Congregation ; this is the beſt expedient to increaſe 
$69 Bl Love, and to put an end to our unchriſtian Heats | 
and Animolities, and to create a right Underſtanding amongſt - 
Men. Ler ſome Politick Perſons pretend what they pleaſe, 
difference in Judgment will produce difference in Aﬀecti. - 
en; and therefore if we would leave off quarrelling: one 3 
with another, let us in.the Houſe of God | nan pray 
one' With another, and particularly rhis excellent Prayer of _ 
our Church : That God would look down in much Pity and Com- 4 
affion upon this diſtreſſed Church and Nation, whoſe bleeding 
Ia, occaſioned by the lamentable Diviſions that are amongſt © 
as, Cry aloud for his ſpeedy Help, and ſeving Relief,” and that © 
be wonld ftir up every Soul of us carefully to become ſunicere Chri- 
ſtaans, and root ont of our Hearts Pride, Vain-glory, Wratb,Bu- - 
terneſs, all unjuſt Prejudice, and cauſeleſs Fealouſies, all HatreA 
and. Malice, and defire of Revenge, and whatſoever it is that © 
may exaſperate our Ainas, or binder us from diſcerning the + bh 
things. of aur Peace ; that ſo by the Power of the holy Spirit of 
Peace, he would diſpoſe all our Hearts to ſuch Meckneſs of Wiſs © 
dom, and Lowlineſs of Mind, Ju calm and deliberate long-ſuf- 
fering and forbearing one another in Love, with ſuch due effteem | 
of thoſe whom he hath ſet over us, as may turn the Hearts of the. 
Fathers to the Children, and the Hearts of the Children to the 
Fathers ; that ſo we. may become 4 ready People, prepared to live | © 
in Unity and Peace; Amen. | 7 
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